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The NIAS mission
NIAS – Nordic Institute of Asian Studies  is an aca-
demically independent Nordic research and service 
institute. 

•  NIAS focuses on societal transformations in 
modern Asia within their historical contexts. 

•  NIAS’ activities and services comprise: basic 
and applied research; teaching and support for 
research and education; provision of expert 
information resources and services; scientific 
publishing; dissemination of research; intellectual 
exchange and networks.   

•  NIAS contributes to the coordination, 
consolidation and expansion of Asian studies in 
the Nordic region through collaboration with the 
Nordic universities and research institutions that 
are members of the Nordic NIAS Council.

•  NIAS works in close collaboration with 
Copenhagen University as core partner to develop 
their programmes in Asian studies. 

Please visit our website for more information about:

o  Researcher’s publications:  
www.nias.ku.dk/publications 

o  NIAS’ services and activities:  
www.nias.ku.dk/services
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NIAS 1968–2008
Promoting the study of Asia  
in the Nordic countries for forty years
In human life, turning 40 may not be such a big thing. But for an international research 
institute like NIAS, it is definitely something worth celebrating! NIAS works with one 
of the world’s most diverse and dynamic regions. We have a successful record of aca-
demic achievement. We are proud that Nordic academic institutions have continued to 
work with us as their partner. The excellent result of the evaluation of NIAS by three 
international scholars in 2006 supports the claim that NIAS has been a worthwhile 
enterprise.

The NIAS “footprint” is evident in the Nordic countries in terms of academic output 
and the demand for our services. In fact, the majority of those working with Asia in 
academic circles in the Nordic countries have been working at or with NIAS at some 
point in their careers – many starting here as students. 

NIAS also leaves a clear “footprint” internationally in its own right but does so also 
as a window on Nordic Asian studies environments. Over the years, Asian studies have 
moved and developed in new and astonishing ways. There are more people studying 
Asia nowadays, and they work within more disciplines and faculties. In a way, Asian 
studies have become more scattered than they used to be, to the point where it can 
be difficult to speak about Asian studies as such. At the same time, we do see stronger 
and more coherent Asian studies environments developing at some Nordic universities 
and research institutes.

Responding to these dynamics, NIAS has been developing its profile of activities 
over the last decade or more. We have built a strong consortium of universities and 
research institutes that share and support our Nordic mission within the Nordic NIAS 
Council (NNC). We have developed new research themes in security studies, on gender 
issues, on political culture, and most recently on the ‘New Asian Dynamics in Science, 
Technology and Innovation’. NIAS LINC has modernized and renewed its library and in-
formation services and established the innovative AsiaPortal. NIAS Press has strength-
ened its publishing profile as a worldwide publisher and the Asian Century Research 
School Network (ACRSN) has developed as a network to support research education on 
Asia in the Nordic countries. 

At the same time, our main sponsor – The Nordic Council of Ministers – has a new 
focus on Asia. In this context, NIAS has also become politically relevant to Nordic col-
laboration, e.g. by drafting a proposal for Nordic public–private collaboration in relation 
to innovation in India and China.

NIAS was initiated at a time when Asia was on the minds of only a few specialists. 
The institute was set up to support the development of Asian studies in the Nordic re-
gion. We intend to continue doing that – and Asia is now on everybody’s mind. We will 
see to it that there will be 40 more years for NIAS!

Jørgen Delman, Director

Editorial

o

Photo by St Stev (FLIKR.com)
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NIAS as a partner for 
exploring the opportunities 
of Asia
Gard Titlestad, Head of Department of Education, 
Research and Labour Affairs, Nordic Council of 
Ministers

The opportunities arising from globalisa-
tion have been chosen as the new priority 
for Nordic collaboration by the prime min-
isters of the Nordic countries. Asia is one 
of the axes of globalisation, a central point 
of gravity regarding talents, knowledge, 
innovation and markets. 

NIAS has for 40 years been the Nordic 
hub of Asian studies and has provided 
knowledge about and understanding of 
Asia to our societies. Globalization and 
the new priority for Nordic collaboration 
are challenges both for the Nordic Council 
of Ministers (NCM) and NIAS.

For NCM globalisation is about grasp-
ing opportunities through knowledge and 
innovation in new and rapidly growing 
markets. It is probably also about cre-
ating favourable framework conditions 
for partnerships outside the traditional 
sphere of Nordic collaboration, where new 
platforms for Nordic-Asian win-win ini-
tiatives could be created. Such initiatives 
could provide new opportunities for Nordic 
higher education and research communi-
ties, but could also provide better chances 
for handling global risks – climate change 
is today regarded as the main priority for 
Nordic collaboration. 

Our time demands new types of col-
laboration and new types of innova-
tion networks that can combine and link 
Nordic strengths and priorities with simi-
lar priorities among Asian stakeholders. 
What is Asia? It is enormous areas and 
populations, many nations, political for-
mations, peoples and cultures, enormous 
and quickly growing markets, as well as 

rapidly expanding bases of knowledge 
and spectacular arenas for innovation. 
Altogether, Asia is an enormous source of 
opportunities. But in Asia there is also the 
risk that well-meant initiatives may drown 
in the giant’s opportunities or may go in 
the wrong directions. Thus, the other side 
of the coin is that Asia offers a variety of 
risks.  For small countries like the Nordic 
ones, a sharp focus and doing it right 
have great importance. A Nordic platform 
should not replace the national initiatives, 
but could offer a possibility to increase 
the chances for success on areas of com-
mon interest and priority. A joint platform 
could add value to what our countries do 
on the national level. Possible fields of pri-
ority could be the same as those identified 
for increased Nordic co-operation: climate 
change; energy and environment; health 
and welfare. 

For the last three years, NIAS and NCM 
have strengthened their collaboration on 
policy analysis and preparatory network 
building within the fields of education, re-
search and innovation. NIAS has demon-
strated that it is not only an excellent hub 
for Asian studies, but also an excellent 
partner for exploring the opportunities 
of Asia for Nordic collaboration.  These 
good experiences create a solid basis for 
further cooperation during the next five 
years – the next step could be to find ways 
of facilitating the growth of Nordic–Asian 
networks within core areas of priority. 



NIAS �007/�008   •   �

The Sigtuna Network on East Asia was 
launched in February 2007 to place Asian 
politics and Asian peace and conflict stud-
ies on the research and teaching agenda 
in the Nordic Countries. The Network is 
developing four major research and re-
search training programmes: 

• Chinese Elite Views of China in the 
World (Coordinated by Tomas Ries, 
Swedish Institute of International 
Affairs and Bates Gill, Swedish 
International Peace Research Institute)

• The East Asian Peace (Coordinated 
by Timo Kivimäki, NIAS and Stein 
Tønnesson, PRIO)

• Globalisation and National Political 
Systems (Coordinated by Helge 
Hveem, Oslo University and Ari Kokko, 
Stockholm School of Economics)

• Conflict Management and Negotiated 
Hierarchies in Regional Collaboration 
in the Asian Context (Coordinated by 
Ramses Amer, Lund University)

The Network was initiated by the Swedish 
School of Advanced Asian Studies 
(SSAAPS) and NIAS – Nordic Institute 
of Asian Studies. SSAAPS provides the 
funding for the meetings and has granted 
seed-funding for developing the research 
programmes. The first two meetings took 
place in Sigtuna, Sweden, in early 2007. 

As the network activities developed, 
‘Sigtuna’ became part of the vocabulary: 
the Sigtuna Group, Sigtuna Meetings and 
so on. Eventually – to emphasise how the 
network facilitates research collaboration, 
not only in the Nordic countries but also 
between these countries and Asia, it was 
decided to name it the Sigtuna Network 
on East Asia.

Today, the Network consists of lead-
ing specialists from political science and 
peace and conflict research institutions 
at Nordic universities and from independ-
ent institutions such as the International 
Peace Research Institute in Oslo (PRIO), 
the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI), the Finnish 
Institute of International Affairs (FIIA) 
and the Swedish Institute of International 
Affairs (SIIA). In addition to the four pro-
grammes mentioned above, the network 
aims at increasing communication, co-
operation and integration between the 
main institutions in the field in the Nordic 
countries. 

While participation in the network 
meetings requires an invitation, and the 
number of participants must be limited to 
maintain the productive workshop atmos-
phere, the network is far from a secret 
society. If you are interested in joining 
our meetings, you are welcome to contact 
the coordinators of the network (Thommy 
Svensson: thommy.svensson@telia.com, 
and Timo Kivimäki: timo.kivimaki@nias.
ku.dk).

A new Nordic (non-)secret society 
Timo Kivimäki, Senior Researcher, NIAS and Thommy Svensson, Coodinator, 
SSAAPS

The Nordic countries are the birthplace of peace and conflict studies and they still 
have a comparative advantage in the field. Therefore, it is only natural that Nordic 
political scientists, security analysts, and international relations and peace researchers 
also collaborate in the study of Asian conflicts. A new Nordic network has emerged to 
facilitate this collaboration. 

Picture from the inaugural meeting of the ASEM 
Thematic Network on Peace and Conflict Studies 
which the Sigtuna Network ensures is properly 
utilized in the Nordic countries.
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Gendered globalization –  
changing the world
Cecilia Milwertz, Senior Researcher, NIAS

We live in an age of enormous, rapid global movements involving people and goods 
– and we do not fully understand consequences of this situation. Gender-specific 
globalization processes and their impacts will be the focus of a Sino-Nordic conference 
to be held in November 2008. 

Today, monumental changes are taking 
place, changes that we do not understand 
sufficiently in terms of their consequenc-
es for the creation of decent and just 
societies. Globalization processes have 
brought Asia and the Nordic countries 
closer together for an increasing number 
of people. 

What many are less aware of is the way 
in which globalization processes are gen-
dered. The UNFPA reports that sex ratios 
at birth are becoming increasingly unbal-
anced throughout Asia. This phenomenon 
has already been observed for some time 
in China and India. More recently, wealth 
and access to technology has made it 
possible for parents to choose to get rid 
of female embryos in Vietnam and Nepal. 
Other gendered aspects of globalization 
processes are less obvious. Anthropologist 
Pun Ngai has analyzed how the regulation 
of female migrant workers in a Shenzhen 
factory uses gender norms to create doc-
ile female bodies and efficient industrial 
workers. The gendering of workers’ bodies 
is used to meet the requirements of the 
new global division of labour. Sociologist 
Saskia Sassen has defined a whole se-
ries of gendered effects of globalization, 
such as sex trafficking, post order brides 
and the global chain of care, which brings 
women from Asia to countries all over the 
world as domestic workers, as ‘the coun-
ter geographies of globalization’.

Saskia Sassen and Pun Ngai will be 
keynote speakers at the conference: 
‘Gender at the Interface of the Global 
and the Local - Perspectives from China 
and the Nordic Countries’, to be held 
in Kunming, China in November 2008, 

hosted by the Gender and Participation 
Centre of the Yunnan Academy of Social 
Sciences. The conference is the third in 
the series of Sino–Nordic Women and 
Gender Studies Conferences that are be-
ing held in order to facilitate collaborative 
Nordic-Asia research relations. The aim is 
to continuously improve our knowledge of 
the massive social, political, cultural and 
economic advances as well as the dis-
astrous changes that are taking place in 
Asia – and to include a gender dimension 
in the analysis.

Further information:  
www.gpc5.com/aloform

Photo by DCF pics (FLICKR.com)  
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KRiC – Korea Research  
and Information Center at NIAS
Martin Bech, Project coordinator, NIAS

What follows is an interview with NIAS Senior Researcher Geir Helgesen on his work to 
establish a Korea Research and Information Centre at NIAS. The centre is seeking funds 
for its activities in the Nordic countries as well as in Korea and will, on the one hand, 
focus on academic research on the two Koreas and on the other hand, disseminate 
knowledge about the two countries to the media, the Nordic business community and 
the Nordic governments. 

Martin Bech: You want to establish a 
Korea Research and Information Centre 
at NIAS, but you have covered Korea for 
years. What’s new? 

Geir Helgesen: You are right. This is what 
I have done for years, but now it’s time to 
upgrade the activities. Along with the rest 
of Asia, Korea is coming closer to Europe 
and growing in importance. The geograph-
ical distance is the same, but with South 
Korea as the world’s tenth/eleventh larg-
est economy, with increasing trade be-
tween them and us and with better rela-
tions between South and North as well as 
the possibility of sending goods – and why 
not people – by train from Europe to Asia, 
including Korea, “the Far East” is much 
more interesting, much more important 
and, yes, closer to our daily affairs. Still, 
however, many governments, businesses 
and most people base their knowledge of 
Asia and Korea on far too generalized in-
formation and knowledge. This is what we 
have set out to change.   

MB: What will be different, then? How do 
you intend to upgrade and improve your 
Korea-related activities?

GH: First and foremost, it is important to 
be realistic about ones ability and capaci-
ties. When North Korea exploded their 
bomb, I was – according to my calendar 
– interviewed by the media 73 times, not 
only here in Denmark, but also in other 
Nordic countries, and even in exotic places 
such as the Vatican Radio. In addition to 
such special “occasions” there is a grow-

ing demand for information and insights 
about Korea in the private sector and in the 
foreign services. All this is very important 
and interesting but also time-consuming. 
And I must admit that too many commu-
nication activities “steal” important time 
from my research work, which is the ba-
sis for giving good external advice. Lately 
there has been too little time for writing 
articles, giving lectures at universities, at-
tending academic workshops and confer-
ences. Therefore, my answer is: with the 
Korea Research and Information Centre 
we hope to increase our manpower. 

MB: Do you have any particular functions 
in mind; administrative assistance, PhD 
students, researchers? 

GH: All of that would be fine, but to be re-
alistic, if we can have part-time secretary 
assistance and one more researcher (or a 
PhD student), it would be a good begin-
ning. But this depends on whether we can 
attract external financial support.

MB: Who do you expect would be inter-
ested in supporting such a centre?

GH:  For years I have participated in, and 
sometimes organized, seminars and work-
shops for the Danish business communi-
ty. I would be disappointed if funds from 
Danish companies with activities in Korea 
are not available. Then there are similar 
companies in the other Nordic countries, 
and, I hope that the Korea Foundation will 
be interested in supporting us and maybe 
other Korean foundations as well. 
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MB: Why should Korean foundations want 
to support your Nordic initiative?

GH: A particularly good reason is that we 
function as a research-based information 
centre focusing on their country. We are 
helping people in this part of the world 
to prepare for cooperation with Korean 
counterparts. The same sometimes goes 
for Koreans before they interact with part-
ners from Nordic countries or the rest of 
Europe. And we have an advantage com-
pared with the embassy: we actually cov-
er both Koreas, and, to our best ability, in 
a balanced manner. 

MB: In that sense, can the new centre be 
seen as a supplement to Korean embas-
sies in the Nordic region?

GH: I have no problem with that. But 
I would like to stress that we are not 
Koreans, neither do we promote busi-
ness or political interests. We are a re-
search institute and part of the Nordic 
academic environment. We are happy to 
assist Nordic as well as Korean organiza-
tions and institutions. To the extent that 
we promote any party’s interests, it hap-
pens because the centre aims at improv-
ing inter-cultural communication. That is 
the essence of what we have done up until 
now and what we would like to do in the 
future.

MB: Thanks for the interview and good 
luck with the new centre. 

Seoul by night

Photo byStuck in customs (FLICKR.com) ‘’
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Shifting curiosities in Nordic Asia research
Tor Halfdan Aase, Professor of Geography, University of Bergen

Once, Asia was a ‘traditional’ region where Nordic scholars could find exotic lives that 
differed dramatically from their own. Today, Asia – the previous supplier of academic 
curios – is about to transform into a new role. It is becoming a teacher of globalization, 
so to speak.

Asia has been the object of increasing at-
tention in Nordic research and education 
during NIAS’ lifetime. The number of re-
searchers and students from Nordic uni-
versities focusing on Asia has increased, 
although I am not sure whether the rela-
tive share held by Asian studies has grown 
in comparison with other regional studies.  
More intriguing than numbers however, 
is a change in the type of curiosity about 
Asian society with which I have met during 
my thirty years of research in South Asia.  
From being a ‘traditional’ region in which 
Nordic scholars could study exotic expres-
sions of life which differed greatly from 
that which we knew, there seems to be an 
emerging acknowledgement that Asia can 
teach us something about modern ways 
of adapting to a globalizing world.  The 
assertion that the centre of world events 
is about to return to Asia where it has 
been throughout historical times with the 
exception of five hundred short years of 
European dominance, seems to attract in-
creasing credibility among scholars.

In NIAS’ infancy, Nordic scholars went 
to India in order to study the specific case 
of social differentiation labelled by caste; 
China was the ideal place for students who 
were fascinated by the great political ex-
periment of Mao; the recipe of successful 
development could be studied through the 
balance between state intervention and 
free market forces in the ‘Asian Tigers’; 
and the Pacific Islands provided a cen-
tral laboratory for theoretical discourses 
in anthropology. These caricatures do, of 
course, violate the reality of a much more 

complex set of late Nordic research inter-
ests.  Nevertheless, a growing awareness 
that Asia offers knowledge that is valid for 
contemporary Nordic society is emerging. 

Last year, I was surprised to see a large 
campus-like building on the outskirts of a 
Nepali town.  It proved to be a new medi-
cal campus, built by Indian expatriates for 
their sons and daughters in order to cir-
cumvent the narrow admission demands 
of elite medical universities in India and 
the USA.  Teachers are brought in from 
India to teach the best courses and the 
degree is issued by Kathmandu University, 
to which the campus is affiliated.  Combing 
capital (expatriates), knowledge (profes-
sors) and a location (campus) using the 
resources of three countries, is indeed an 
innovative adaptation to a global world 
which is quite surprising to a ‘tradition-
alist’ Nordic university mind – and there 
are lots of other examples of how we may 
learn from Asia.  Just think of India’s sixty 
years of experience with minority rights 
in our time, when Muslim immigrants de-
mand the right to practice Islamic person-
al law in the Nordic countries.  

Asia, the previous supplier of academic 
curios, is about to be transformed into our 
teacher of globalization.  In this process, 
a short stay at NIAS is very much ap-
preciated by staff and students alike, not 
least by an increasing number of Asian 
students, who thus get an opportunity 
to broaden their perspective beyond the 
scope of their supervisors, to whose ide-
as they are usually more loyal than their 
Nordic co-students.       

Photo by Erik K. Veland (FLICKR.com)  
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Special anniversary issue of  
NIASnytt – Asia Insights 
The 40th anniversary of the inauguration of NIAS falls on 16 September 2008. To 
celebrate this, NIAS will produce a Festschrift with theme “Asia in the World. A Nordic 
Perspective”. We have asked people who have worked at NIAS in the past or belong 
to the Nordic Asia community to share their views – current or historical – on the 
theme.

The Festschrift is meant as a snapshot that captures the dynamics and ideas that have 
circulated or are circulating in the Nordic Asia community about our work on Asia. In 
that sense, the special issue will show our readers that the Nordic Asia community is 
versatile and on top of developments in the Asian region! Already, we can reveal that 
the contributors will present unique and interesting personal views on “Asia in the 
World”. 

NIASnytt is published in 1,700 copies, of which 1,300 are sent to subscribers around the 
world, about half of them in the Nordic countries.
For free subscription and electronic copies: www.nias.ku.dk/NIASnytt 

Want to be a guest editor?
Contact: Leena Höskuldsson, Coordinating Editor
E-mail: leena@nias.ku.dk, tel. (+45) 3532 9502

NIASnytt 1 • 2008  May 
has theme articles on ‘Gendering Asia’
(Guest editor: Monica Lindberg Falk, Lund university)

NIASnytt 2 • 2008  September
is the Institute’s Festschrift
(Guest editor: Jørgen Delman, NIAS

NIASnytt 3 • 2008  December
has theme articles on ‘Social insurance systems in Asia’ 
(preliminary)
Guest editor: Eskil Wadensjö, Stockholm university
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No. 1  2008   •   May

THEME: Gendered vulnerabilities in Asia

Introduction: Gendered Modernity and Vulnerabilities in Asia

Marriage, Motherhood and Masculinity in the Global Economy*

Asian Modernity and Its ‘Gendered Vulnerabilities’*

Sex, Money, Social Status – Chinese Men and Women in the 
Whirlwind of Modernization and Market Economy

Gender politics in Asia

Economies of Desperation: The Logic of Murderous Wives in 
Western Tokyo

The moral order and worries about trafficking in Nepal

Social Networks, Resource Mobilization and Gendered 
Vulnerabilities

Gendered Vulnerabilities and the Juridification of Identity in 
Malaysia

NIAS – Nordic Institute of Asian Studies
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No. 1  2007   •   April

THEME: Fieldwork in China

Challenging hegemonic knowledge

Fieldworking in an interdisciplinary perspective

The book

Research (re)design. Some notes on how to recognize a big 
fish when you catch one

Insiders and outsiders ask different questions

The ‘Insider’ and ‘Outsider’ in collaborative fieldwork

Repertoires of resistance and the responsibility of ‘knowing’

Fieldwork as a becoming

NIAS – Nordic Institute of Asian Studies
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No. 2  2007   •   July

THEME: Higher education in Asia

Entrepreneurial change & challenges in Asian higher 
education

‘Gentle power to change the world’

Sweeping out Japanese universities: a new era of drastic 
change

Reconceptualizing teacher education in the knowledge age: 
balancing change & values development

Challenges for private universities in Bangladesh

The evolution of Japanese university education

HELP University education: a social business enterprise

Entrepreneurial universities: reshaping the world

NIAS – Nordic Institute of Asian Studies
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No. 3  2007   •   December

THEME: Thailand and the 2006 coup

Debating Thailand’s September 2006 military coup d’état

Thai politics beyond the 2006 coup

Coup, capital and confrontation in the late Thaksin era

The coup and the South

The great power game and Thai military rule

Thaksin the orphan, and the King: Contested moral 
leadership as seen by poor Buddhist Karen

King, coup and sufficiency economy: the quest
 for political legitimacy

NIAS – Nordic Institute of Asian Studies

NIASnytt_3_07.indd   1 7/12/07   12:40:30

‘T
h
a
ila

n
d
 a

n
d
 t

h
e 

2
0
0
6
 c

o
u
p
’

The �007 issues



NIAS �007/�008   •   11

Vision 40–40:  
Looking forward, looking back
Gerald Jackson, Editor in Chief, NIAS Press, and Anja Møller Rasmussen, 
Chief Librarian, NIAS LINC

Throughout its 40-year history, NIAS has had a publication programme and a library to 
anchor its research activities. Today, the global information revolution is creating new 
challenges, new opportunities for cooperation between the two.

Forty years ago, the Institute’s library and 
publication programme were quite dis-
tinct entities; over the decades this differ-
ence was largely maintained as each area 
evolved in its own way. But the Internet 
has changed all that. Today, NIAS LINC 
and NIAS Press are moving closer togeth-
er in what they want and what they do.

This should not be surprising if one 
looks at the logic of their development. 
NIAS LINC began as a small library 
mainly catering to the needs and inter-
ests of a few scholars, most of them in 
Copenhagen, working on Asia. Over the 
years it grew in size, becoming one of the 
largest Asian Studies libraries in northern 
Europe, and expanded its effective reach 
to all parts of the Nordic research com-
munity, and beyond. Recently, the focus 
on being a physical repository of publica-
tions shifted to one of being a supplier of 
timely and relevant information. Vastly 
more visitors come today via cyberspace 
than through the door at Leifsgade 33 in 
Copenhagen.

At the same time, the publication pro-
gramme evolved from being a part-time 
researcher activity – whose results were 
disseminated elsewhere by ‘real’ publish-
ers – into a full-time, professionally run 
business: a real publisher, one recognized 
and respected at the global level. At the 
same time, reports and working papers 
evolved into ‘proper’ books; now e-books 
and other ‘e-content’ are on their way.

In hindsight one can see that these 
paths of development have converged, 
and the near future promises increased 
interaction between the two areas. 
Already they are working to ensure that 
the AsiaPortal and iScholar.Asia (details 

on pp. 12 and 13) are seamlessly integrat-
ed services on offer to our ‘customers’.

Will the traditional library and publish-
ing house merge in the long term? No one 
knows. Today, there are still clear distinc-
tions between creators, disseminators and 
repositories of knowledge. But, as the so-
cial networking and collaborative creativ-
ity of ‘Web 2.0’ evolve and broaden their 
impact, we may well witness the evolution 
of libraries and presses into hybrid forms 
of knowledge sharing, and this includes 
NIAS LINC and NIAS Press.

Time will tell. Meanwhile, we proceed 
with eyes open, fully aware that the wis-
est way to move forward is with an eye on 
the rear-view mirror. Vision 40–40.

ASIA – IN JUST ONE CLICK
 … Nordic research on Asia … 

WWW.ASIAPORTAL.INFO
WWW.ASIAPORTAL.INFO is the new 
gateway to Nordic research and 
resources on Asia.

WWW.ASIAPORTAL.INFO gives
access to a long range of journals, 
news services and information 
sources in Western and Asian 
languages.

WWW.ASIAPORTAL.INFO is a 
communication channel for a 
consortium of 23 Nordic universities 
and research institutions working 
on Asia. It is a platform for 
internal cooperation between the 
institutions and their researchers 
as well as a tool for promoting the 
institutions’ research and resources 
externally.

BOOK A PRESENTATION
For a presentation of the WWW.
ASIAPORTAL.INFO and its resources 
please contact: Anja Møller 
Rasmussen, NIAS LINC: amr@nias.
ku.dk // +45 3532 9514

The www.asiaportal.info project is financed by DEFF (Danmarks Elektroniske 
Fag- og Forskningsbibliotek) and NIAS-Nordic Institute of Asian Studies at Copenhagen 

University.
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Bungee jumping at 40
Gerald Jackson, Editor in Chief, NIAS Press

Forget all thoughts of a mid-life crisis. NIAS and its publication programme may be 
turning 40 this year but the Press is marking this with a big and exciting step out into 
the great unknown.

NIAS PRESS

Christmas came a few days early for NIAS 
Press in 2007. On 20 December, we re-
ceived advice from the EAC Foundation 
(www.eacfoundation.dk) that they would 
help fund an innovative new project that 
transforms how we publish on Asia and 
how scholars and others working on Asia 
can interact in new and exciting ways.

Provisionally named iScholar.Asia, the 
project will enable NIAS Press to move 
from only publishing printed books to 
creating and disseminating knowledge 
in a mixture of printed and electronic 
formats. Also on the agenda is the pro-
gressive digitization – truly, a recall from 
the dead – of all works published out of 
NIAS in the past 40 years. This huge job 
will start later in 2008 when we help cel-
ebrate the Institute’s fortieth anniversary 
by progressively reissuing 40 out-of-print 
books over 40 weeks, each prefaced with 
new material.

However, the truly innovative part of 
the project will involve implementing new 
Web-based tools for scholars and others 
working on Asia to collaborate and com-
municate. In essence, the aim will be to 
strengthen people’s work via social inter-
action and ensure that the fruits of this 
interaction reach the widest possible au-
dience. To achieve these goals, iScholar.
Asia and the AsiaPortal will need to be 
seamlessly connected. That is also on the 
agenda.

Meantime, we have a book programme 
to continue developing. Here, we build 
on a momentous year in 2007 that saw 
significant increases in sales in Asia and 
Australasia via our new distribution net-
work and continued critical acclaim (in-
cluding winning a book prize); less help-
ful were cuts to core funding at NIAS that 
had knock-on effects on the Press plus 

the tough business conditions in general.
Certainly, 2008 looks like it will be an 

interesting year for NIAS Press in which 
we continue to offer all of the qualities 
that our authors and readers love and ex-
pect; in addition, however, we shall also 
be taking a big and exciting step out into 
the digital unknown. This must be what it 
feels like to take up bungee jumping. Life 
at 40 is nothing if not interesting.

Photo by Murdoch666 (FLICKR.com)
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NIAS LINC

A new digital revolution in the making
Anja Møller Rasmussen, Chief Librarian, NIAS LINC

The year 2007 was marked by a digital revolution in research libraries all over the 
world. NIAS LINC was no exception. New initiatives – spearheaded by AsiaPortal – 
provided users with information on their desktops and allowed them to search our 
catalogues, cooperate with colleagues, share their insights, promote their research 
and more – all online! 

A new reality
Research libraries are no longer merely 
physical facilities where researchers and 
students can scan meter upon meter of 
bookshelves containing past and current 
literature. On the contrary, research li-
braries today are online digital informa-
tion and learning centres where research-
ers and students expect to find more then 
just books and journals in hard copy. In 
fact, the physical library is now becoming 
no more than a supplement to the digital 
world of search engines, online journals, 
full-text downloads, blogs, Facebook, 
and more. This reality is reflected in 
NIAS LINC’s new 5-year strategy for 
2008–2012.

The digital user
In the coming 5 years NIAS LINC will 
prioritize upgrading its IT resources. 
Especially, there will be a focus on the 
Nordic prestige project AsiaPortal. The 
project involves twenty-six Nordic uni-
versities and research institutions in the 
Nordic NIAS Council (NNC) and will be the 
common platform for their researchers, 
students and experts working on and with 
Asia. 

To manage and run a portal the size 
of AsiaPortal with all its databases, news 
sources, profiles of Nordic Experts and 
more is a task far beyond that of yester-
day’s library and librarians. Therefore, 
NIAS LINC is also upgrading the librarians’ 
qualifications so that they can meet the 
needs of new (digital) users all over the 
Nordic region. This is necessary if we are 
to take users’ demands for online infor-

mation and desktop-access to our many 
services seriously. 

Please see page 11 in this issue for a 
more thorough description of publishing 
and dissemination in Asian studies as it 
has developed in the lifetime of NIAS. 

NIAS LINC resource use  
in percentages:

Books: 24  per cent 
Printed journals: 16 per cent 
Digital media (databases, electronic 
journals etc.): 60 per cent

NIAS LINC users:

Physical visitors: 6.350
Virtual visitors at www.niaslinc.dk  
catalogue, Asiana: 13.360

Opening hours: 
Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday: 10.00-16.30 

Tuesday: 10.00-18.00 

Friday: 10.00-16.00

www.AsiaPortal.info
www.niaslinc.dk 
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NIAS SUPRA

A transition year for NIAS SUPRA
Martin Bech, Project Coordinator, NIAS

The ‘grand old man’ of the NIAS SUPRA 
programme, Erik Skaaning, retired at the 
close of 2007. Erik knew SUPRA through 
and through, having administered the pro-
gramme since its beginning. Taking over 
and getting to know the ins and outs of 
a programme that hosts more than 45 
visiting students at NIAS each year from 
the NNC member universities was quite a 
task. 

The programme now has a new coordi-
nator, Nini Nielsen, who has taken over the 
daily arrangements regarding each student 
visit. Nini will – in collaboration with other 
NIAS staff - continue to develop SUPRA in 
2008, streamlining application procedures, 
strengthening student networks, adjusting 
the scholarship setup and more. 

SUPRA in �008 and beyond
The AsiaPortal (see page 13) will be used 
in 2008 to register and make the many 
students that come to NIAS as part of their 
MA and PhD thesis work visible. Bringing 
students together in virtual space to dis-
cuss and share insights regarding their 
studies is something that only now is 
becoming practicable and something to 
which university environments all over the 
world are adjusting and beginning to uti-
lize. See, for example, Nature’s prestige 
project at network.nature.com. Hopefully, 
the AsiaPortal will be the Nordic Asian 
Studies counterpart. 

Another issue in focus is mobility.At 
NIAS we want to offer the NNC member 
institutions’ students and researchers the 
best possible services through our schol-
arship programme. This means adjusting 
the programme to facilitate greater flex-
ibility, e.g. shorter stays at NIAS, more 
visitors at the same time, etc. Along the 
same lines, we see a growing need among 
PhD students for travel grants to enable 
them to take part in courses outside their 
home institution and/or visit external su-
pervisors. To increase cooperation with 
Asia, it would also be useful to offer travel 

grants to Asian PhD students so that they 
can participate in Nordic PhD courses. 
We will work to see how we can address 
these needs with our own and new exter-
nal resources.

Highlights from �007

‘[M]y research and analysis are still far from 
finished, so I hope to continue to engage the 
NIAS community and its resources remotely 
via the Internet. I also look forward to the 
possibility of connecting and networking 
with other researchers in my field from the 
Nordic countries and beyond who are re-
lated with NIAS.’  –– Armando J. Lamadrid, 
University of Bergen, after a two-week stay 
at NIAS on a Nordic Scholarship as part of 
his MA thesis. 

‘The PhD course was very good for the 
young scholars as a platform for discuss-
ing and presenting their perception of cul-
ture and security. At the same time the 
PhD course helped us getting a better grip 
on our research, especially in relation to 
theory, concept, methodology.’ –– Ahmad 
Rizal, PhD student at Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia, participant in the NNC conference 
and PhD course Culture and the Configuring 
of Security in Höör, Sweden.

Photo by Johannes Jansson
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Should Nordic collaboration ‘go east’? 
NIAS study on Nordic ‘Triple Helix’ collaboration in India 
and China
Jørgen Delman, Director, NIAS

In response to the Nordic Prime Ministers’ 
initiative to investigate how instruments 
of Nordic collaboration can strengthen the 
competitiveness of the Nordic countries 
while addressing the challenges posed 
by globalization, NIAS undertook a pre-
liminary study for the Nordic Council of 
Ministers in 2007 titled “Nordic Triple Helix 
Collaboration in Knowledge, Innovation, 
and Business in China and India”. 

The report concluded that:

• There is an interest at the political 
level in the Nordic countries to explore 
how Nordic collaboration can engage 
in initiatives in Asia – in particular in 
China and India;

• Activities must grow out of areas 
where Nordic collaboration is already 
strong; 

• The proposed activities must add value 
to existing Nordic national activities; 

• The triple helix formula is a useful 
framework for the proposed activities, 
as it can link public and private actors 
with partners in India and China in 
unique and innovative ways;

• The Nordic countries have a strong 
tradition for collaboration, innovation, 
and welfare, but as a collaborative 
partner, the image of the as a region 
is weak in China and India. Still,  
the study found fertile ground for 
branding of the Nordic region as a 
unique example of productive regional 
collaboration;

• There must be a strong focus on 
both short and long-term commercial 
opportunities in the triple helix 
interfaces.

The study made specific recommenda-
tions in three areas:

1. Nordic innovation and technology cen-
tres: If Nordic innovation agencies are to 
be established in Asia’s emerging econo-
mies (as discussed by the Nordic Prime 
Ministers in June 2007), such agencies 
must have a clear value-adding dimen-
sion in relation to the existing examples 
of Nordic national technology centres in 
China. 

2. University collaboration and triple 
helix linkages: Nordic universities are 
often too small to operate independently 
in large countries like China and India. 
Therefore, a collaborative Nordic effort 
will strengthen the impact of the numer-
ous bilateral agreements and projects 
between universities in the Nordic coun-
tries and in China and India respectively. 

3. Sustainable urban development: brand-
ing the Nordic countries on the basis of 
concrete work in Asian mega-cities: The 
Nordic countries should participate in the 
World EXPO 2010 in Shanghai with a joint 
project entitled: “User-Driven Innovation 
and Sustainable Mega-City Development 
in Shanghai”. This recommendation is de-
rived from a temporary Nordic ‘think tank’ 
on EXPO 2010, July 2007.

 Nordic Institute of Asian Studies

Nordic “Triple Helix” Collaboration on

Knowledge, Innovation, and Business 
Development in China and India

REPORT
FIRST DRAFT FOR COMMENTS

July 2007

See the report for 
more analysis, ideas 
and recommenda-
tions. It can be down-
loaded from the NIAS 
website: www.nias.
ku.dk/publications
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NNC chairperson’s report for 2007
Marita Siika, University of Turku, and NNC Chairperson in 2007

The members of the Nordic NIAS Council 
(NNC) have witnessed very positive ad-
vancements in their cooperation with 
NIAS in 2007. The Second Annual NNC 
conference and intensive PhD course held 
in Höör, Sweden, in November 2007 (the 
First in Turku 2006) were highly appre-
ciated by the NNC members.  It is very 
important for the NNC community as well 
as the participating Asianists to contin-
ue this form of annual conferences and 
PhD courses attached to the NNC Annual 
Meeting. 

An equally important development – of 
a more ‘virtual’ nature – in 2007 was the 
launch of the AsiaPortal.info. The portal 
offers access to essential databases, in-
cluding those in Asia, as well as research 
and knowledge sharing tools that are a 
real asset for the NNC members, their re-
searchers and students.

However, the fate of NIAS has also been 
a serious concern for all NNC members 
in 2007. We have witnessed a decrease 
in core funding from the Nordic Council 
of Ministers and the withdrawal of previ-
ous core partners – Copenhagen Business 
School and Lund University – who have 
instead chosen to become regular NNC 
members. This has caused another de-
crease in core funding. In times of un-
certainty and financial constraint, core 
obligations tend to suffer. But the NNC 
members continue to support NIAS in a 
positive manner and work with NIAS for a 
more visible Asian Studies environment in 
the Nordic countries and at the NNC mem-
ber institutions. We also support NIAS in 
its efforts to find more channels for effec-
tive cooperation in the NNC network. 

I pass on the baton to Thommy 
Svensson from the Swedish School for 
Asian and Pacific Studies, who will take 
over the task of promoting the interests of 
NNC as a new platform for Asian studies 
as well as in NIAS’ many activities. I hope 
to see innovative ideas on how to develop 

the NIAS–NNC partnership. This could, 
for instance, be in terms of teaching and 
supervision of SUPRA students via the 
Internet, something that could be organ-
ized with the funds from NordPlus – and 
even Erasmus Mundus.  This could help 
develop some basic teaching units for the 
benefit of all NNC members. Also, I would 
like to see new ways of financing SUPRA 
services as well as more cooperation with 
the Nordic Centres in China and India. 

All in all, there are many avenues for 
developing the NIAS–NNC partnership 
and, as Asia continues to grow in impor-
tance in the coming years, I am sure that 
so will our unique Nordic partnership. The 
NNC members are ready to offer their ex-
pertise for the common cause in promot-
ing teaching and research in Asian studies 
in the Nordic countries.
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NIAS’ board in 2008

Chairman 

o Lars Bille, Head of Institute, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Copenhagen 

Deputy Chairman

o Thommy Svensson, Director, Prof., Swedish School of Advance Asia Pacific Studies 
(SSAAPS), NNC Chairman

 Members

o Geir Helgesen, Senior Researcher, NIAS – Nordic Institute of Asian Studies 

o Thorkil Kastberg Christensen, Senior Vice President, NOVO A/S

o Kirsten Refsing, Dean, Faculty of Humanities, University of Copenhagen 

o Geir Sigurdsson, Director, Icelandic Centre of Asian Studies, University of Akureyri, 
NNC Vice Chairman

NNC Observers

o Lauri Paltemaa, Vice-Director, Senior Research Fellow, Centre for East Asian 
Studies, University of Turku 

o Kari Telle, Post Doc Researcher, Chr. Michelsen Institute, Bergen 

o Anne Wedell-Wedellsborg, Professor, Institute of East Asian Studies, Aarhus 
University 

Members of the NNC
o University of Aalborg 
o University of Aarhus)
o Copenhagen Business School
o University of Copenhagen
 (NIAS Core Partner – Observer)

o University of Jyväskylä
o University of Tampere
o University of Turku
o Helsinki School of Economics
o Hanken – Svenska Handelshögskolan

o University of Iceland
o University of Akureyri

o University of Bergen
o University of Oslo

o Norwegian University of Science  
and Technology

o Norwegian School of Economics  
and Business Administration

o Chr. Michelsen Institute 
o Fridtjof Nansen Institute
o International Peace Research  

Institute (PRIO)
o Norwegian Institute of  

International Affairs (NUPI)

o Göteborg University
o Lund University
o Stockholm University
o Uppsala University
o Royal Institute of Technology
o Swedish School of Advanced 
 Asia Pacific Studies (SSAAPS)

Administration
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Activity Results 2007 Results 2006 Contract Goals 
2005–07

Research  

Research activity, months (researchers >3 
months)+short term guest researchers

125,00 122,00 84,00

- of these: guest researchers 2.00 12.75 -

Publications    

Research productivity (all researchers)    

- Monographs and edited volumes 3 4 3

- Articles in peer reviewed scientific journals 8 6 7

- Chapters in edited scientific vols 5 1 5

- Other academic publications 22 26 10

- Book reviews 5 5 3

- Dissemination publications 22 46 10

NIAS Press publishing    

Published titles 13 11 15

- of these Nordic authors 5 3 8

Proposals for publications 61 63 50

Nordic research support     

Number of Nordic stipends to visit NIAS 47 44 27

- of these research/PhD stipends 8 11 8

PhD courses 1 3 1

Seminars 22 38 35

- of these presented by foreign guests 22 20 15

NIAS conferences/workshops  9 5 4

Conference papers by NIAS researchers 23 32 12

External seminars and lectures by NIAS 
researchers

24 34 12

Public information    

Asia Updates/workshops 0 1 1

Media interventions (radio and TV) 188 105 21

Consulting assignments 16 15 3

NIAS’s results 2007
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Need some time off?
Finding time for one’s research while teaching at the same time can be difficult. In 
fact, finding time for one’s research while taking care of the many administrative 
tasks of modern university/research institute can be difficult. At NIAS we realise this. 
Our answer is the NIAS Guest Researcher Programme. 

The NIAS Guest Researcher Programme invites senior researchers and post-docs from 
member institutions of the Nordic NIAS Council (for a full list see: www.nias.ku.dk/
nnc) to visit NIAS for periods of two or four weeks. The stay is fully financed including 
travel, board and accommodation. 

The time at NIAS is a chance to engage in our academic environment, find new 
partners, concentrate on reading and writing, and more. Visiting scholars enjoy full 
access to our library resources and office facilities.

For more information on how to apply: www.nias.ku.dk/guestresearchers 

Administration

2007 2006 2007

Result 
(‘000 DKK)

Result 
(‘000 DKK)

Allocation from 
Nordic Council of 

Ministers

Allocation from 
Nordic core 

partners

Other 
income

Revenue 10,795   11,466  45% 21% 34%

Expenditure  11,283   10,457 

Net Result  (488)  1,009 

Reserve  2,535   3,023 

NIAS’s financial result 2007

Photo by Kaeru (FLICKR.com) 
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