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NIAS in brief

The Nordic Institute of Asian Studies (NIAS) is funded by the governments of Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden via the Nordic Council of Ministers, and works
to encourage and support Asian studies in the Nordic countries. As a quintessentially
Nordic institute, NIAS provides a common platform for and enjoys a symbiotic and close
relationship with the communities of Asian studies scholars in all the Nordic countries.
However, NIAS is more than an institution and workplace; it is also a small society char-
acterized by an extraordinary amount of social and intellectual interaction between staff
and visitors. Perhaps this is illustrated most vividly by NIAS’s round table to which people
come from all parts of the world. On any one day, it is not unusual to overhear discussions
taking place in many different languages. As such, NIAS may be a Nordic institute but
it is also very much an international meeting place.
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Foreword

NIAS entered the new millennium on a good footing. The momentum of the
broad-based expansion that has characterized the past few years was maintained
while the budget was consolidated. Increased efforts to collaborate with other
academic as well as with non-academic institutions, such as development agencies,
served to strengthen NIAS’s links with its constituency and to make it possible to
maintain a high level of activity in a cost-effective manner. Similarly, joint work
with our European partners within the frame of the Strategic Alliance contributed
to a high international profile and added considerable value to many activities.

More than a dozen researchers, representing most of the social sciences,
were active at NIAS. Together they pursued multidisciplinary research on a broad
front within a number of key areas, such as cultural aspects on democracy, the
changing role of the state and civil society, nationalism and nation-building,
and migration and labour market issues. Most of the research was done in
cooperation with scholars at other academic institutions in the Nordic countries
and in Asia.

A number of international conferences and workshops were held, mostly in
cooperation with other academic institutions. Among the highlights were a
conference on ‘Institutions, Livelihoods and the Environment: Change and
Response in Mainland Southeast Asia’ in collaboration with the Danida-funded
Resource Policy Support Initiative (REPSI); a conference on ‘Human Security
in a Globalized World’ co-organised with UNDP in Ulaanbaatar; a workshop on
‘Women Organizing in China’; and a workshop on ‘Japanese Colonialism and
Education’ within the frame of a larger international conference on education
research organized by Seoul National University. An intensive seminar
programme, with prominent participation by international scholars, and a large
number of scientific publications ensured high visibility.

A REPSI conference took place in September (see p. 46)
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As part of NIAS’s efforts to promote the emerging generation of young Nordic scholars in the
field of Asian studies, a Nordic–European Workshop in Advanced Asian Studies (NEWAS) was held
within the framework of the Strategic Alliance. As in previous years, a large number of two- and four-
week scholarships were also given to young scholars in the Nordic and Baltic countries. The visits to
NIAS by young scholars under these scholarship programmes is perceived as a valuable and much
appreciated part of the daily life at NIAS.

Cooperation with the non-academic world was substantially developed in the past year. The
co-organization together with UNDP of an international conference in Mongolia and the
European launching in Copenhagen of Asian Development Outlook 2000 by the Asian Development
Bank exemplified an increased interaction with international development agencies. Nearer
home, increasingly close links with the Nordic Development Agencies were reflected in the
launching of a large Danida-funded research collaboration with the Central Institute of Economic
Management (CIEM) in Hanoi, a study on ‘The Territorial Disputes in the South China Seas’
with funding from the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and studies on Cambodia and
Mongolia.

The past year saw the formulation of a research agenda for NIAS, as a logical continuation
on the development of a comprehensive strategy initiated in 1999. The agenda, which is outlined
in greater detail below, spells out a number of core research themes within the umbrella label
Asian Societies in Transformation.

A group of Chinese practitioners and scholars of law visited NIAS in Janurary 2001

Three nationalities working together at NIAS: Robert Cribb from
Australia, Li Narangoa from China and Børge Bakken from
Norway.
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Introduction

NIAS was established under the auspices of the Nordic Council of Ministers in 1967 as a Nordic
focal point for research on Asia. Until 1988 it was known as the Centralinstitut for Nordisk
Asienforskning (CINA)or Scandinavian Institute of Asian Studies (SIAS). The change to its
present name also marked the beginning of a new era for the Institute. During the past decade
NIAS has witnessed a dynamic development: its agenda has broadened and its focus has gradually
shifted towards research relevant to the understanding of contemporary Asia within the
framework of the social sciences and, to a lesser extent, the humanities. However, its main
mission has remained the same: to promote high-quality research on Asia in the Nordic countries
in close cooperation with academic institutions both in the Nordic countries and elsewhere,
and to make knowledge of contemporary Asia available to the Nordic communities in general.
It fulfils this task by:

• providing an intellectual home and venue for multi-disciplinary cooperation and
discussion for Nordic scholars and students with an interest in contemporary Asia;

• closely collaborating with academic institutes throughout the Nordic area on the one
hand and with academic key institutes in Europe, Asia and elsewhere on the other;

• providing an international forum for intellectual exchange through conferences,
seminars and workshops;

• complementing the home departments and universities of Nordic PhD students through a
multi-faceted support programme for scholars with a research interest in Asia;

• providing global visibility to Asian Studies in the Nordic countries through a large
publication programme, a strategic alliance with other institutes of Asian Studies in

Europe and active fostering of contacts between Nordic scholars
of Asian affairs and the international Asian Studies community;

• maintaining the largest library in the Nordic countries on
social science and humanities publications on contemporary Asia
in Western languages;

• providing a first ‘port of call’ for individuals and institutions in
the broader Nordic community who seek information on Asia.

NIAS’s geographical and disciplinary mandate is broad.
Geographically, it covers Asia, except the Middle East. There is a
certain emphasis on East and Southeast Asia but this is not exclusive.
The Indian subcontinent is also an important part of our mandate,
as are, to a lesser degree, Central Asia and Oceania. The focus is on
multidisciplinary research in the social sciences, although attention
is also paid to the humanities as necessary instruments for
understanding contemporary Asia. Serving the Nordic academic
community remains at the heart of NIAS’s mission. To this end, NIAS
endeavours to be an open and non-exclusive institute, serving the
entire Nordic academic community in an non-discriminatory
manner, at the same time as it upholds a clear academic profile and
focus.Professor Lu Jianren, Chinese Academy of Social

Sciences, visited NIAS in November; here with Timo
Kivimäki
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Organization
The Nordic Institute of Asian Studies is an autonomous research institute funded by
and subordinate to the Nordic Council of Ministers (Nordisk Ministerråd, NMR),
which might best be described as the collective arm of the five Nordic governments.

Overall responsibility for the Institute is delegated by the NMR to the NIAS
Board. There are five Board members, one for each of the Nordic lands. Members
are nominated by their respective governments and confirmed by the NMR.
Normally, the Board meets four times yearly.

Operational responsibility for the Institute is delegated to its Director.
The Institute is divided into five units: the Secretariat, Information Unit,

Library, Publications Unit and Research Unit.

Board Members in 2000–2001

Denmark (Chairman of the Board until 31 December 2000)
Clemens Stubbe Østergaard is Associate Professor of International Politics at the
Department of Political Science, University of Aarhus. He is currently Director of
Studies at the 2-year East Asia Area Study Programme there, the only such
programme in Denmark. He is also vice-chairman of the Danish Council for
Development Research.

Dr Østergaard maintains a special research interest in Asian politics and Asia-
Pacific international relations, as well as Asia–Europe relations. His present
research activities include regionalization in East Asia, Chinese foreign policy
after the end of the Cold War in Europe, political reform at the local level in
China.

Finland  (Salo-Lee until 31 December 2000 — Blomqvist from 1
January 2001)

Liisa Salo-Lee, PhD, Professor, University of Jyväskylä, Department of
Communication. Specialization: Intercultural Communication. Research, work
and life experience in Europe, Asia, North and South America, Africa. President
of SIEFAR Europe 1995–97. Guest lecturer in Asia, e.g. Beijing Foreign Studies
University, Fudan University (Shanghai), City University of Hong Kong.
Publications include also educational TV programmes and CD-Rom ‘China
Discovery’ (The Finnish National Board of Education).

Hans C. Blomqvist is Professor of Economics at the Swedish School of Economics
and Business Administration in Vasa, Finland. His research interests include
development economics and international economics, with an emphasis on East
and Southeast Asia. He has been a Visiting Fellow/Scholar at the Australian
National University (1986), the University of Queensland, Australia (1987–88 and
1995), Stanford University, USA (1990) and the Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies, Singapore (1992–93 and 1995). In 1999–2000 he was a Visiting Professor
at the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Studies at Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan.
He has been a board member of the National Network for East and Southeast
Asian Studies in Finland and participated in organising and conducting courses
on ‘Asian Business’ within the Network. He has published several books and a
large number of articles in international journals.
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Iceland
Hannes H. Gissurarson, B.A. in Philosophy and History and cand. mag. in History,
University of Iceland, D. Phil. in Politics, Oxford University. Professor of Politics
in the Faculty of Social Science at the University of Iceland. Author of 16 books,
in Icelandic, English and Swedish, on political theory and contemporary issues.
Visiting Professor, Stanford University, U.C.L.A., and many other universities and
institutes. Current field of research: Property rights and fisheries; political economy
of biotechnical research; modern political history of Iceland; Nordic liberalism.

Norway  (Chairman of the Board from 1 January 2001)
Helge Hveem is Professor of International Politics at the Department of Political
Science, University of Oslo, and part-time Research Director at the Centre on
Development and the Environment (SUM) of the same university. He has had
numerous research assignments and administrative positions with international
and national institutions, been active in Norwegian politics, and been Visiting
Research Fellow/Professor at Makerere, Grenoble, Harvard, Bordeaux Universities
and the European University.

His research interests include International political economy, comparative
research on national foreign economic policies, and regionalism. His Asian
interests relate mainly to ASEAN and South Korea. He has produced a dozen
books and numerous articles, as well as contributed widely in the mass media.

Sweden
Börje Ljunggren holds a PhD degree (Southern Illinois University) in Political
Science. He has had a long career behind him in Sweden’s public service, espe-cially
as a diplomat, serving, among other things, as the Swedish ambassador to Vietnam.
He has worked as director of different divisions of the Swedish development aid
authority, Sida, and in 1997–98 coordinated the formulation of Sweden’s Asia
Strategy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Currently, he is Head of the Department
for Asia and the Pacific, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He has written and edited
numerous works on political science and develop-ment issues.

The Board photographed with the Director at their recent
meeting (20 April 2001). From left: Per Ronnås
(Director), Marie Söderberg (alternate Swedish member),
Hans Blomqvist, Helge Hveem, Clemens Stubbe
Østergaard and Hannes Gissurarson
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Staff 2000–2001

Børge Bakken (Norway) – until 31/12/2000 bakken@nias.ku.dk
senior researcher; dr. philos. in sociology (University of Oslo). He came to NIAS
from the Dept. of Sociology, University of Oslo in 1995, and has worked at
NIAS since then, specializing in social control in China.

Inga-Lill Blomkvist (Sweden) ilb@nias.ku.dk
librarian; has a B.A. in Chinese (Stockholm University). Her main areas of work
at NIAS are services to scholarship holders; acquisition of books on China and
adjacent areas; responsibility for Chinese material in general; maintaining the
NIAS Library homepage; and recalling of books.

Vibeke Børdahl (Norway) vb@humanities.dk
affiliated researcher; dr. phil. (Copenhagen University). She specializes in Chinese
oral literature and has done fieldwork in China during extended periods in 1984–
2000, focusing on Yangzhou storytelling in particular and has published widely
in the fields of Chinese dialectology, modern Chinese literature and literary theory,
literary history, Ming and Qing fiction, and foremost Chinese storytelling.

Liz Bramsen (USA) liz@nias.ku.dk
editor, NIAS Publishing; B.A. in communications (Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison).
As well as managing a large number of NIAS’s book projects, she is also respons-
ible for cover design and project tracking.

Ole Bruun (Denmark) ob@nias.ku.dk
research fellow; PhD in anthropology (Copenhagen University). He has several
years of fieldwork experience from China and Mongolia. His current reserch
project centres around nomadism and population movements between urban
and rural areas in Mongolia.

Per Hansen (Denmark) perh@nias.ku.dk
librarian, has been at NIAS since 1994. His main areas of work are acquisition,
cataloguing and indexing of monographs; indexing of journal articles; and
library statistics.

Geir Helgesen (Norway–Denmark) geir@nias.ku.dk
senior research fellow; PhD in cultural sociology (Copenhagen University).
His major interests are Korean politics, East Asian political cultures and com-
parative survey research.
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Leena Höskuldsson (Finland) leena@nias.ku.dk
senior editor, NIAS Publishing; fil. mag. in comparative literature and English
philology (Turku University). As well as managing a large number of NIAS’s
book projects, she is also responsible for quality control of publications.

Gerald Jackson (New Zealand) gerald@nias.ku.dk
editor in chief of NIAS’s publication programme; M.A. (Hons) in political science
(Univ. of Canterbury). Responsible for management, development and distribu-
tion of NIAS’s publication programme, and acquisition, design, production and
promotion of individual titles.

Michael Jacobsen (Denmark) – until August 2000
research fellow; PhD in social anthropology. Specializing in Pacific Asia, more
specifically Indonesia and Papua New Guinea; the latter was also the topic of
his PhD thesis. He  held the one-year Nordic–Netherlands scholarship in
Leiden in 1999–2000.

Mads Holst Jensen (Denmark) mads@nias.ku.dk
research associate; anthropologist working on a  PhD thesis concerned with
modernization, moral education, popular culture, juvenile delinquency and
social deviance in China.

Timo Kivimäki (Finland) timo.kivimaki@nias.ku.dk
senior researcher; PhD, Docent, joined the NIAS after serving three years as
Acting Professor of International Relations, in charge of the international re-
lations program at the University of Helsinki. Presently he leads an international
group of experts on the inter-relationship between conflicts and economic
development (Conflict Transformation Group).

Birgit Klintebæk (Denmark) birgit@nias.ku.dk
bookkeeper, responsible for keeping the Institute’s financial affairs and related
external projects. She also processes all NIAS book sales and promotes NIAS’s
books to the wider scholarly community.

Janice Leon (United Kingdom) janice@nias.ku.dk
acquisitions editor, responsible for handling all new book proposals, copy
editor, NIAS Publishing; B.A. in History (Univ. of Essex).

Li Narangoa (China) nara@nias.ku.dk
researcher; PhD in Japanese studies (Univ. of Bonn). Her research focuses on
Imperial Japan’s religious and educational policies in Asia and especially
Manchukuo and Mongolia. Before joining NIAS, she worked as a researcher
and lecturer in Inner Mongolia, Japan and Germany.
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Stig Toft Madsen (Denmark) – until September 2000
research fellow; fil. dr. in sociology (Lund University). His current research is
centred on farmers’ organisations and agricultural development in Taiwan,
Thailand and India.

Pietro Paolo Masina (Italy) – until March 2000
research fellow; PhD candidate (Roskilde University) working on international
political economy and development studies, the geographical focus on Vietnam,
China and East Asian regional dynamics.

Cecilia Milwertz (Denmark) milwertz@nias.ku.dk
research fellow; PhD in Chinese studies and cultural sociology (Copenhagen
University). In recent years her work has focused on women’s organizing in
China, her present research project a study of organizing activities in Beijing.

Ida Nicolaisen (Denmark) nicolaisen@nias.ku.dk
senior research fellow; mag. art. Has been engaged in research in Central
Borneo since the early 1970s. In later years her research has centered on cultural
analyses, in particular of perceptions of self, personhood and identity. She is
co-chairman of the Danish Executive Board of International Development
Cooperation, and on the boards on Environmental Assistance for Developing
Countries, WWF, Humanity in Action and Asia House Foundation.

Marianne Espenhain Nielsen (Denmark) marini@nias.ku.dk
coordinating librarian, came to NIAS in 1995 from the Library of the WHO’s
Regional Office for Europe. Her main tasks at NIAS are library management;
information retrieval; journals administration; and cooperation with other
institutions.

Irene Nørlund (Denmark) – until September 2000
senior research fellow; PhD in economic history (Copenhagen University). Her
main field is modern Southeast Asian economic and social history. Textile and
garment production in Vietnam is one of her special interests. She actively
cooperates with a wide range of Danish and international research institutes
and NGOs.

Nicola Piper (Germany) nicola@nias.ku.dk
researcher; PhD in sociological studies (Univ. of Sheffield). Her current research
project at NIAS examines Japan’s unsettled issues regarding war crimes,
compensation and collective identity.
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Per Ronnås (Sweden) per.ronnas@nias.ku.dk
Director of NIAS since May 1999; PhD. He has a background in economic geo-
graphy and development economics. Thematically, the main thrust of his research
is on regional and rural development and issues related to employment and
income generation, but also on entrepreneurship and the structural, insti-
tutional and social problems associated with the transformation from central
planning to market economy. The geographic focus is on Southeast Asia, China
and Mongolia.

Mario Rutten (Netherlands) – until February 2000
Latest NIAS–IIAS Nordic–Netherlands research fellow at NIAS; PhD in
sociology/anthropology. He is Research Manager of the Centre for Asian Studies
Amsterdam (CASA)/Amsterdam School for Social Science Research of the
University of Amsterdam, and Co-ordinator of the Amsterdam Branch Office
of the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS).

Anne Schlanbusch (Denmark) anne@nias.ku.dk
secretary; mag. art. in Mesoamerican languages and cultures (Copenhagen
University). Responsible for the Institute’s administration, secretary to the director
and responsible for scholarships.

Finn Tarp (Denmark)
M.Sc. (1979) and Ph.D. (1992) University of Copenhagen. NIAS Senior
researcher/project coordinator, Hanoi, Vietnam, from early 2001. Development
economics; poverty, income distribution and growth; micro- and
macroeconomic policy and modelling; agricultural sector policy and planning;
and international development assistance.

Erik Skaaning (Denmark) erik@nias.ku.dk
information officer (editing a range of specialist newletters and other material).
Runs the Institute’s SUPRA programme, organizes the seminar programme
and is coordinator of all NEWAS meetings.

Andrea Straub (Germany)  andrea@nias.ku.dk
rights and marketing coordinator, NIAS Publishing; Industriekauffrau
(Germany), BSc in International Business (Copenhagen Business School, in
progress). Also project coordinator, Economic Transformation inVietnam
project and responsible for maintaining the Institute’s contacts database.

Jens Christian Sørensen (Denmark) jcs@nias.ku.dk
editor of the Institute’s quarterly newsletter, NIASnytt; mag. art. in cultural
sociology (Copenhagen University). He is also responsible for the operation
and development of all aspects of NIAS’s computer network and its internet
presence.
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Finding NIAS

In its early years, NIAS – or CINA as it was known then – was located in Copenhagen’s old town,
right on the edge of the university quarter. Accommodation in the 18th-century house was
cramped but the ambiance was delightful. The presence of undercover police in the cellar
keeping an eye on student activities at the time added extra flavour to the situation. The move
in 1988 out to Copenhagen University’s Humanities campus on the island of Amager thus came
as something of a shock, especially as the campus lay on wasteland between two working-class
suburbs and the jumble of concrete buildings was architecturally controversial, to say the least.

In 1995, with work beginning on the renovation and extension of the Amager campus, NIAS
moved again to its current location on Leifsgade, about a kilometre off campus but still covered by
the university services. In the same building is to be found the Asian Studies Department and
nearby the Carsten Niebuhr Institute for Near Eastern Studies. While this relocation is temporary,
the rebuilding of the Amager campus is a long way from completion.

Interestingly, our premises are an old police building – one, however, that housed not spies
but motor vehicle registrations instead. Viewed from the out-side, the kindest thing that could
be noted about the building is its functionality. (Likewise, the neighbourhood is ripe for
rejuvenation.) But, inside, the accommodation is light and airy, a very nice working place.

NIAS’s location on Amager means that it is close to Copenhagen’s Kastrup airport. (Indeed,
a few years ago one cost-conscious visitor walked the distance in his sandals in about two hours.)
The taxi fare between airport and institute is thus not ruinously expensive. A cheaper alternative,
however, is to take a bus or train from Kastrup to the central railway station (Hovedbanegården),
then a No. 40 bus virtually directly to our door. (This same bus, at the opposite end of its route,
passes by the Nordisk Kollegium, at which all our guest fellows are accommodated; travel to
and from NIAS for these people is thus very simple.) New employees and longer-term visitors
at NIAS will quickly realize that Copenhagen is a bicyclists’ paradise, and avail themselves of
what often is the city’s fastest form of transport.

For those of you visiting us in the near future, we trust that you enjoy your stay in what
remains one of Europe’s more attractive and unspoilt cities.

Welcome to NIAS!
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Research Agenda

As a Nordic focal point for research on contemporary Asia, NIAS has a vast research mandate.
Geographically it covers all of Asia, except the Middle East. There is a certain focus on East and
Southeast Asia, but our endeavour is to maintain a research presence also on South and Central
Asia. As a profoundly multidisciplinary institute, NIAS covers all the social sciences, as well as
modern history and other relevant fields in the humanities. Our in-house research capacity
includes researchers on NIAS’s payroll, externally funded researchers who are based at NIAS,
and visiting scholars.

 In order to add a greater coherence and a sharper profile to what is admittedly a somewhat
unwieldy research mandate, a research agenda was developed during the past year. A few
fundamental principles lie at its basis. Most importantly, it should serve as a springboard for
intellectual ideas and not be viewed as a restrictive formula, and it should provide a sense of

direction and focus without being exclusive. NIAS
takes pride in being an open institute and there
must always be room for original, innovative and
high-quality research even if it does not fit squarely
into any particular strategy or theme.

Research collaboration and multidisciplinarity
are other basic principles. Our rather small size
makes collaboration with other research institutes
and scholars imperative. Moreover, it is perceived
to have a high intrinsic value. Hence, cooperation,
primarily with Nordic or Asian partners, but also
with partners within the Strategic Alliance and else-
where, has priority over more solitary endeavours.
A truly multidisciplinary research environment is
one of NIAS’s comparative advantages. Approaching
a research topic from several disciplines also makes
it easier to attain the objectives of originality, high
quality and relevance.

ASIAN SOCIETIES IN TRANSFORMATION

Asia provides an important and fascinating field of research, not only because of its size, but
particularly because of its dynamics. Few, if any, other continents can match Asia with regard to
its pace and magnitude, as well as the multifaceted nature, of its economic, social, demographic
and political change. Hence, dynamics and change feature prominently in NIAS’s research profile.
The main focus is on the interplay between the dynamics and processes of change on the one
hand and the context and resource setting in which these take place on the other hand. Solid,
context-specific knowledge is needed to understand the determinants, patterns and outcomes of
change. Thus, NIAS takes a context-relevant and multidisciplinary approach in the study of the
transformation of Asian societies, with a focus on the interrelationship between political, social
and economic transformations, and cultural change.

Within the overall theme of Asian Societies in Transformation, three core themes (outlined
below) have been designed against the criteria of (i) high relevance, (ii) being topical yet with a
reasonably long expected ‘best before date’, (iii) serving as an intellectual garter, but not strait-
jacket, (iv) being conducive to approaches from several disciplines, (v) reflecting both in-house
and other Nordic research competence.

Cooperation with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: Dr. Cai Fang,
Director, Institute of Population Studies and Ms. Xu Li, senior
researcher, with Director Per Ronnås.
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Research Theme 1:
Human Mobility

Dynamism may well be
the epithet most closely
associated with Asia. Yet,
these transformations
tend to be viewed at the
macro level of society as
a whole, somewhat
obscuring the fact that
the lives and modes of
living of the millions of
people that make up
these societies have been
transformed in the
process, and that it is
these changes which, by
and large, make up the
societal transformation.
The past decades have
seen a vast increase in
geographic, social and
occupational mobility,
spurred inter alia by improved education and access to information, industrialization and economic
growth. In other words, the living space in a geographic, cultural, social and economic sense of
most people has increased substantially at the same time as inequalities in this regard have
probably widened.

Mobility – geographic, occupational and social – thus lies at the heart of societal change in
Asia. It is a condition for, as well as a result of, the rapid societal transformation that characterizes
most of Asia. It is also closely linked to increasing globalization and regionalization. At the
macro level, adaptability and flexibility are important factors that determine how well individual
countries cope with and benefit from increased globalization, and influence the process of
globalization itself. At the micro level too the same factors determine the ability of individuals
to cope with and benefit from rapid change in the external environment.

This theme focuses on human mobility – in all its forms – as an expression of, condition for
and effect of overall societal change. The interrelationship between societal transformation
and human mobility, and between the various forms of mobility (geographic, occupational,
social, etc.), as well as the role of facilitating/constraining factors such as education, access to
information, and cultural, economic, social, administrative and political contexts, are important
aspects of the theme.

PROJECTS

International Labour Migration and Protective Mechanisms – Labour and
Human Right Implications for Asian Women in Japan
Project leader: Nicola Piper
Although there has been a long tradition of female labour migration in the Asia Pacific region,
globalization has changed the nature of women’s labour mobility, such that they are increasingly
dominating migration flows. This has been particularly the case since the early 1980s when
large-scale temporary migration became an integral, if not dominant, part of the globalization
of production and national economies. As international migrants, employment for women is

Steering towards a brighter future...
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often limited to low-paid and low-skilled service sector jobs. Mostly due to the nature of their
work, numerous incidents of sexual violence against overseas female migrant workers have
been reported by NGOs.

Quantitatively, most female labour migration is linked to domestic service and sex work,
with women from the Philippines having emerged as the most ‘global workforce’. In the context
of Japan, Filipinas constitute the largest group of female foreign workers.

Because of the globalization of the labour markets and the traditional mobility of workers, it
has become apparent that there is a pressing need to safeguard the human and labour rights of
temporary migrant workers. This requires the development of (currently fragmentary)
transnational legal regimes to cope with the deficiencies of the nationally situated regulatory
apparatus for ‘legally’ or ‘illegally’ employed women migrants. In the wake of the failure of
state attempts to control migratory flows, the issues of worker abuse and the application of
international codes of human rights have increasingly come to the fore. An emerging de facto
regime based on international agreements and human rights covenants has resulted in
documented and undocumented immigrants gaining various rights – albeit unevenly. The degree
to which workers’ rights are acknowledged is subject to the prerogative of individual nation
states, rather than following a more universally accepted code of practice towards migrant
(women) workers. One possible avenue for exploring greater recognition is through a revised
notion of citizenship.

The development of a changing notion of citizenship in the direction of global citizenship
that accommodates migrants in general, and migrant women in particular, partly hinges upon
NGO advocacy. Numerous reports/research findings by NGOs have shown the specific
vulnerability of migrant women’s conditions. The translation of such reports of the abuse of
human rights in general, and women’s rights in particular, into a political campaign not only
locally and nationally, but transnationally, is crucial. This would be a way of raising global
awareness of the complex problems that migrant and trafficked women experience.

This project aims to look at new avenues to forge more effective regional initiatives for the
protection of the most marginalized of workers. It assesses the strength and limitations of existing
protective measures and the degree to which existing organizations (regional multilaterals)
can be used as vehicles for wider regional dialogue. It aim to identify where there is potential
for protective measures developed for migrant workers. Special attention is thereby given to
the role, or potential role, of NGOs in pushing for the protection of migrant labour and reaching
regional, and ultimately global, agendas.

Research Theme 2: Governance and Institutions in Transformation

Opinions on the role of government and
institutions in social and, in particular, economic
development in Asia have roller-coastered in the
past decade. Prior to the financial crisis,
appropriate institutions and far-sighted, active
government policies were generally perceived to
be a major contributing factor to the impressive
growth records of most of the East and Southeast
Asian economies, although consensus regarding
the latter factor was less than complete. Much the
same factors have more recently been blamed as
underlying causes of the financial crisis. What
remains obvious, after the dust has settled, is the
importance of governance and institutions in a
broad sense in shaping the pattern and pace of
economic and social development. At the sameA demonstration in Phnom Penh
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time, rapid economic, demographic and social change and the onslaught of globalization exert
enormous pressures on institutions to adapt to new and more challenging roles.

Within this vast field of research, NIAS will focus on three specific sub-themes:
1. Societies in Transition focuses on the large number of countries in Asia that are going

through the fundamental transformation from authoritarian rule and from an inward-looking
and more or less centrally managed economy towards political pluralism, a much more assertive
civil society and open, market-based economies. China, Mongolia, Vietnam and the new republics
in Central Asia are perhaps the most obvious cases in point, but South Korea, Indonesia and
Laos can arguably also be included in this category, with Myanmar and North Korea reluctantly
waiting in line.

The enormous scholarly attention that the so-called transition economies have received in
the past decade has for the most part not been matched by any commensurate quality of analysis.
The numerous studies have typically been fragmented along disciplinary lines and their
theoretical and contextual base has often been weak. Over-simplification and a resorting to
stereotype model trajectories of these societies have been the result. There is a need for research
that takes a more holistic and multidisciplinary approach in the study of these societies and the
so-called transition, one that focuses more on the interrelationship between political, social
and economic change.

2. Government–Governed Relations.   The forms of government in Asia range from totalitarian
to parliamentary democracies. It makes little sense therefore to talk about a specific form of Asian
government. However, common to all Asian countries is an externally and internally induced pressure
to reform and modify the forms of governance and the relationship between those who govern and
those who are governed. The rapid social and economic transformation of most, if not all, Asian
societies exerts a pressure for more participatory forms of governance, as does, arguably, the rapidly
intensified flows of information and contacts with the outside world.

The changing forms of governance and relationships between those who govern and the
governed, and the importance of sound and accountable governance for effective environmental
protection and socio-economic policies are the focus of this sub-theme. The increasing global
acceptance of values and concepts such as democracy and human rights, also implies that the
monopoly of the West as their chief interpreter and propagator is being lost. Asian forms of
democratization and democracy need not necessarily follow a Western blueprint, but can and
do evolve in patterns of their own. Culture, religion, tradition, and socio-economic development
characteristics are likely to exert a strong influence on these patterns.

3. Corruption.   As good governance has emerged at the forefront of the agenda for
development agencies and researchers in the social sciences, so has one of its antonyms:
corruption. Yet corruption is not a new phenomenon, nor is it confined to developing countries,
or to Asia for that matter. Although a universal and timeless phenomenon, corruption is context-
specific, its form and nature change across time and space, which is why it can only be properly
analysed and understood in a specific social, cultural, economic, historic and political context.
Research at NIAS in this field will focus on the determinants, patterns and consequences of
corruption and will, as far as possible, adopt a comparative approach.

PROJECTS

ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION IN VIETNAM
Important progress has been made to transform Vietnam’s economy to one where markets
rather than the offices of bureaucrats are the main venue of economic decision-making since
the launching of the doi moi reform process in the late 1980s. Yet, the reforms towards a market
economy remain far from complete. In parallel with the domestic reforms, Vietnam has started
a process of opening up its economy to regional and global forces, through membership in
ASEAN and by seeking membership in WTO, which will shape the international economic
environment in which the future growth process of Vietnam will take place. The challenges
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facing Vietnam and its economy by globalization and increased
exposure to international market forces comprise a common
theme of four research projects undertaken as a collaborative
effort between the Central Institute of Economic Management
(CIEM) in Hanoi and NIAS, with generous funding from
Danida. Some of the core issues raised in this research are:

• How to make optimal use of existing possibilities in inter-
national markets, and how these possibilities can be further
developed in the future.

• The creation of an enabling environment for economic
activity, including, in particular, well-functioning financial and credit systems.

• The quality of growth and the efficacy of economic growth in alleviating poverty and
generating productive employment.

(i) Globalization and Vietnam in the International Economy: Policy Issues
and Modern Analytical Tools
Project leader: Finn Tarp
In modern economy-wide studies, social accounting matrices (SAMs) and computable general
equilibrium (CGE) models that take account of supply and demand behaviour have become
important analytical workhorses. A SAM is a comprehensive, disaggregated, consistent and
complete data system that captures the many interdependencies that exist within a socio-
economic system. Moreover, a SAM can be used as a conceptual framework to explore the
impact of changing export possibilities, certain categories of government expenditures, and
investment on the whole interdependent socio-economic system, including the structure of
production, and factorial and income distributions.

Under this research component, a prototype SAM for Vietnam (with disaggregated trading
partners) will therefore be constructed and used as a framework :

• to study the present position of the Vietnamese economy in international markets;

• to assess existing and future trading possibilities vis-à-vis the region and globally;

• to analyse which initiatives Vietnam may wish to take in the area of trade policy to make
optimal use of international demand for Vietnamese products to further sustainable
growth and a viable balance-of-payments position.

An effort will therefore be made to (a) lay out
the landscape for Vietnam’s potential involvement
in the global economy over a 10–20 year time-
frame, (b) use independent projections for key
trading partners in the analysis, and (c) carry out
counterfactual experiments so as to assess the
economic impact of available policy measures.

Particular dimensions of the research to be
carried out under this component will be to assess,
first, the technical barriers to trade that may impede
Vietnam’s exports of agricultural and food products
and, second, how Vietnam can ensure maximum
economic benefits from access to foreign markets
for its export products. Turning to the other side of
the international trade balance, an effort will be made
to study both what unilateral trade liberalization and
what negotiated access measures may imply for the
Vietnamese development process.

Vietnamese on the move

Reaching out
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(ii) Financing Private Sector and
Rural Development, and Managing
Financial Sector Reform
Project leaders: Finn Tarp and Per Ronnås
The development of a sound financial and credit
system to underpin private sector and rural
development stands out as particularly important
in the transition to a market economy. The role
of financial intermediaries in bringing together
economic agents who wish to save with those who
wish to invest is fundamental. They also maintain
the payment systems and help reduce the
inefficiencies associated with barter. It is there-
fore a cause of concern that the financial system
of Vietnam remains sorely inadequate and in-
appropriate and a true Achilles heel in Vietnam’s efforts to restructure and develop its economy.

Accordingly, the financial sector research component of the CIEM/NIAS project is geared
towards analysing a series of core policy issues revolving around the question of how a healthy
financial system in Vietnam can emerge, and what measures policy-makers can take to make
the transition as smooth and inexpensive as possible. This research component therefore sets
out with the following aims

• to help identify issues that Vietnam will have to face to build a sound financial sector and
mobilize domestic savings for private sector and rural development;

• to analyse the link and potential trade-offs between banking sector regulation, bank
stability and efficiency – and the management of financial sector reform;

• to study the impact of macro-economic policies on banking sector stability, including the
appropriate role of conventional policy recommendations;

• to assess the credit access of small firms in the new private sector, including the role of
factors such as primary collateral, secondary collateral such as reputation, and social

network capital;

• to analyse the integration of Vietnam’s financial
sector within the international financial system,
clarifying the desirability of international capital
market liberation versus a system where capital
controls are in place, such as in China and India.

 (iii) Rural Employment, Income
Distribution and Regional Development –
A Pilot Case Study
Project leaders: Per Ronnås and Finn Tarp
With 70 per cent of Vietnam’s labour force residing in
rural areas and a rapidly growing population,
employment generation and equitable regional
development remain formidable challenges in the
development process of Vietnam. The strategies
pursued in the past have not proven efficient in
generating sufficient non-farm employment, and there
is a risk that the opening of the economy will lead to
further imbalances in regional employment

A floating market

The market economy in action
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opportunities and incomes. Improved understanding of the constraints and opportunities for regional
development and local employment generation is therefore critical.

Against this background a comprehensive study will focus on one province. The case study
methodology will facilitate a holistic approach and will, through the microlevel, complement
other studies pursued at macro level. In this context the following dimensions will be addressed:

• production;

• potentials and constraints to the development of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs);

• local resource mobilization, including the functioning of local financial markets

• the role of local institutions and authorities in promoting development;

• livelihood strategies by rural households;

•     external economic and social relations, including, for example, migration and
remittances.

Under the present project an initial preparatory phase will be implemented. This will result
in a fully-fledged proposal for a comprehensive project to be submitted for funding from other
Nordic sources. Furthermore, the first tentative results can be fed inter alia into research theme
2 above.

Living, Working and Trade Union Conditions in Joint Ventures and Private
Enterprises in Ho Chi Minh City and Da Nang
Project leader: Irene Nørlund
The objective of the project has been to collect and analyse information on working and social
conditions in joint ventures and private companies in selected areas of Vietnam. The investigation
thus aims to prepare a base for a programme to improve the labour, living and occupational
health, safety and environmental conditions through training of trade union cadres.

The investigation was concerned with textile, garment and shoe industries in Ho Chi Minh
City and Da Nang. This limitation made it possible to include in the investigation the majority
of the enterprises belonging to this sector. It included 20 enterprises and 600 workers in 100
per cent foreign-owned companies, joint ventures and privately owned Vietnamese companies
of a comparative size. The project was commissioned by LO Norway and supported by Norad.

The draft report was presented in Hanoi to the Vietnam General Confederation of Labour
in November 1999, and during the spring of 2000 the final report was drafted.

The main conclusions point on the one hand to the fairly similar conditions of living and
income in the three types of companies. The 100 per cent foreign-owned companies pay the
workers only a little less than the joint ventures between Vietnamese and foreign capital – contrary
to what is sometimes indicated by international campaigns on labour. The lowest paid workers
are to be found in the small, nationally owned companies based in the rural areas. The general
level of income in certain garment and shoe enterprises is lower than average for the large
enterprises, a finding that is not so different from other countries. Compared to international
standards, the level of wages seemed to be low, around 65 USD a month, which is around the
same as in China and Indonesia but higher than in Cambodia, Burma and Bangladesh.

On the other hand the labour conditions are harsher in some of the fully foreign-owned
companies than in the nationally owned ones, especially those owned by Taiwanese and South
Korean companies which are often subcontractors to Nike, Adidas and other well-known
multinational companies. The working conditions in the foreign-owned companies in the survey
also indicate that the working hours are long in the garment and shoe manufacturing, and the
turnover of labour is fairly low. The social security of the workers is a much more urgent issue
today than it was earlier, when workers had secured pensions.

The working environment is by and large better in the foreign-owned companies than in
the national ones, with some exceptions where certain foreign companies provide the workers
with unacceptable conditions.
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In respect of the trade unions, traditional practices prevalent in the state enterprises are
often introduced in the joint ventures, and the trade unions represent the workers in dealings
with the employers. The same is the case for most of the nationally owned companies, although
labour relations there tend to have a paternalistic character. In fact, the trade unions generally
experience more difficulties in the fully foreign-owned companies, where they are not always
accepted. However, the workers in these companies, although less organized in number, are
more inclined to see the trade unions as a tool to improve their pay and working conditions,
and often they came to be introduced after labour conflicts had taken place.

Crime, Policing and Social Control in China
Project leader: Børge Bakken
The project has moved in the direction of policing, penology and criminology. It is about
structure and organization as well as culture and cognition. Rampant corruption in the police
force has forced the Chinese Communist Party to change the earlier strategy of allowing the
armed forces to become entrepreneurs themselves. A major reshuffle of the police force was
carried out during 1997–98, and it is now deemed illegal for the armed forces to establish
unauthorized commercial links and institutions.

However, this does not fundamentally affect the way in which the police force is organized, as the
basic incentive structure – the contract – is retained. The main divide in Chinese policing is the
introduction of the contract. The policing of norms under the period of proletarian dictatorship is
being gradually replaced by the policing of the law through the contract during the economic
reforms. The police are being forced to become more financially accountable and results-driven.
This project examines at the social effects of such a trend in police organization. Crime statistics
become very unreliable when the police are paid according to the percentage of solved cases. We
see a much closer connection between the police and the criminal community. One example is the
direct link of corruption, another is that informants from criminal circles have themselves become
elements in the drive to solve cases. This reliance on informants is developing at the expense of the
former politically based mass-organizations. These and a number of other structural effects are
important landmarks in the present period of transition.

 Linked to these organizational changes are the concepts and the development of criminology
and penology in China. Organizational practices and incentive structures together with a new
code are all leading to changing views on crime and punishment. Even the very concept of law
is about to be changed. The so-called ‘analogous application’ of law practised by the former
Criminal Code was changed in the 1997 Criminal Code. During analogous application of the
law, enforcement agencies were allowed to punish conduct they themselves found ‘injurious to
society’, even if such conduct was not criminalized by the law itself. Even if the letter of the law
is changed in this regard, it is still the police who define the practices of law in line with their
old role of  ‘policing the norm’ rather than the law. This project looks at the new concepts of
law and criminology from the perspective of rapid modernization and transition. The changing
concepts of law and criminology should be viewed
from the perspective of the organizational changes
in Chinese society and its legal system. To locate
the dividing lines in this transition, the study of
Chinese criminological and penological history
will be included. Also work is ongoing into the
theme of the close connection between the
educational and the carceral in Chinese thinking
and legal practice.

View over the Forbidden City
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Nomadism and Social Strategies in Mongolia
Project leader: Ole Bruun
During summer/autumn 1999 and spring/summer 2000 anthropological fieldwork was carried
out in a community of Mongolian livestock in southeastern Arhangai. The aim was to make a
thorough investigation of the herding practices, lifestyle and economy after Mongolia abandoned
socialist organizations in 1990 and switched to private ownership under market relations.
Socialism was replaced by democratic government with a strong focus on the modern sectors

and on the city, while at the same time neglecting the vital
role of government regulation, infrastructure works and service
institutions in the herding economy. Instead, environmental
determinism derived from the Mongolian historical herding
identity came to be expressed in phrases like ‘Mongolia is only
suited for animal husbandry’ and ‘When nature is healthy, the
herders can take care of themselves’.

At the outset of the fieldwork in the spring of 2000, many
herders had suffered heavy losses of livestock due to the zud
that had hit Mongolia in the winter, but local climatic variations
as well as differential individual herding practices accounted
for a highly unequal distribution of livestock losses. Some
herding families were almost unaffected while others lost
everything and became dependent on state emergency relief
and support from relatives, some eventually having to leave
for the city.

A crucial aspect of the modern herding lifestyle is migration
between rural and urban areas, and countless families moved
in and out of the herding sector during the 1990s. Severe
winters clearly influence individual decisions whether to
uphold the herding lifestyle on the steppe or to settle down in
the sum centres or move to the city to find work. During the
fieldwork, a number of families and individuals were followed
by the researcher on such moves, in order to examine their
social and economic coping strategies during these turbulent
times.

  Poverty, disease, natural calamities and disintegrating state
institutions contribute to a favourable environment for
religious revival, which is now evident in the fieldwork area. AMongolian man on his horse

new temple has been built and lamas
are fast becoming powerful local actors,
whom the people consult for fortune
telling, life-cycle rituals and services
related to livestock herding.

   In August 2001 the findings of the
research project will be published. The
book will contain chapters on cycles of
work and movement, household coping
strategies, religious revival, time and
tradition on the steppe, nomads in the
city, and historical and theoretical
aspects of nomadic livestock herding. Mobile assets
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Farmers’ Organizations and Agricultural Development in India in a
Comparative Perspective: The Challenge of Democratization and
Globalization
Project leader: Stig Toft Madsen
The project was financed by the Council for Development Research, Denmark and by SIDA/
SAREC, Sweden, and carried out in collaboration with Professor Staffan Lindberg, Department
of Sociology, Lund University.

The purpose of the project is to assess and compare the emergence, path and impact of
farmers’ movements and organizations in India, Taiwan and Thailand. A number of such
movements and organizations have been studied. In India, they included the Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU) in Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, the Shetkari Sangathana in Maharashtra, and the
Karnataka Rajya Ryotha Sangha (KRRS) in Karnataka. In Thailand, they included the Forum
of the Poor, as well as sugar cooperatives in Central Thailand. In Taiwan, a number of farmers’
associations were studied. The project also resulted in a study of the comparative method as
used in the social sciences.

The project was discussed with a number of visitors at NIAS, including Gail Omvedt, Pasuk
Pongpaichit, Chris Baker, Dhruv Raina and Satish Saberwal. Other topics followed up at NIAS
in 2000 included India’s economic reforms, issues of fundamentalism in South Asia, economic
and political corruption in Asia, water use in South Asia, and the social impact of global
warming in India.

Efforts to establish a Nordic Centre in Delhi continued, finally maturing in late 2000.
Cooperation with the Swedish South Asian Studies Network (SASNET) was initiated.

Organizing for Gender Equality in China – a Process of Cultural and
Political Change
Project leader: Cecilia Milwertz
The project investigates the process of women’s organizing at ‘grassroots’ level in relation to
social and political change in the People’s Republic of China. In China, popular organizing
to achieve gender equality and full citizenship takes place in a conflicting political and historical
setting. On the one hand, the party/state exerts considerable constraints on efforts to effect
change from a ‘grassroots’ level, where these fall outside of its direct initiative and control.
On the other hand, there is a strong party/state rhetoric and formal commitment to (gender)
equality. The project documents the cultural and political agency of women’s organizing
activities initiated from below since the 1980s in this contradictory context.

The project investigates women’s organizing in Beijing. Some of the first popular women’s
organizations established in China in the 1980s–90s were set
up in Beijing and there are many different types of women’s
groups, organizations and networks here both in terms of the
issues they deal with and their relationships with party/state
institutions.

The project examines three aspects of women’s organizing
activities. First, it focuses on activities related to the issue of
violence against women. Over the past ten years the issue of
hidden and private gender-based violence, particularly domestic
violence, has gradually been brought forward as a public issue
by activists in China. In 1993 the United Nations offered the
first official definition of such violence when the General
Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence Against Women. Linked to the UN recognition of
violence against women as a human rights issue, new
interpretations of the problem and new ways of addressing the
issue are being introduced into China.

In August 1998 the Women’s Media Watch
Network in Beijing organized a peace appeal to
condemn violence against ethnic Chinese women in
Indonesia. Photo: Pu Li
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Second, the project focuses on interaction between activists and various sections of the media
as there are close ties and considerable cooperation between the two groups. The project
examines this interaction mainly with regard to activities related to the issue of violence against
women.

Third, the project examines the role of international interaction in influencing, inspiring
and legitimizing activist practices and strategies. Since the 1980s activists have increasingly
established links to international women’s movements. With a focus on activities related to the
issue of violence against women, the project examines the process of adapting knowledge and
experience from other countries to Chinese activism.

The project is carried out in collaboration with Ms Bu Wei and the Institute of Sociology, the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and is funded by the Danish Council for Development
Research for a two-year period from September 1999 to August 2001.

International Diplomacy and Political Bargaining between Southeast Asian
Nations and the United States and the EU
Project leader: Timo Kivimäki
This project tries to find out how the collapse of the US-led Cold War hegemonic order has
affected the bargaining position of developing countries (especially Indonesia) vis-à-vis the
developed countries (especially the United States). The project is linked to various collaborative
publication schemes of the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) -based
‘Processes of International Negotiation’ project (PIN) and has recently produced an article in
Contemporary Southeast Asia (December 2000), and a chapter in a book by the PIN project (Power
and Negotiation, eds I. W. Zartman and J. Z. Rubin, Michigan University Press, 2000).

Korean Democracy in the 21st Century
Project leader: Geir Helgesen
Based at Centre for Pacific Asia Studies, Stockholm University, the project ‘Korean Democracy
in the 21st Century. The Normative Basis for the Political Process. Politics between Localism
and Globalism’ aims to continue the study of change and continuity in Korean political culture
which Helgesen initiated in his 1998 book, Democracy and Authority in Korea. The Cultural Dimension
in Korean Politics (NIAS/Curzon). Through surveys and qualitative interviews with people
belonging to different elite groups in Korea – conducted in close cooperation with Korean
colleagues – the study attempts to discover and present the apparently essential ‘Korean ways’
in politics. Is the Korean-ness stable or transient? Is there a normative basis for political attitudes
and behaviour, and, if so, how strong are the norms and this relationship? How much can be
explained by referring to values and norms in this era of globalism? The Korean Democracy
project intends to produce articles and a book manuscript to be published in 2003.

Good Government, East Asian and Western Perceptions
Project leader: Geir Helgesen
The Eurasia Political Culture Research Network (EPCReN), established in 1997, is still based at
NIAS. The network has agreed to seek empirical evidence to substantiate the often rather loosely
grounded discussions relating to modes of democracy. For this task the network has developed
a comparative survey instrument to investigate notions of power and authority in different
cultures.

The major project with which the network is deeply involved is ‘Good Government, East
Asian and Western Perceptions’. Surveys have been conducted in China, Japan, South Korea,
and in Denmark and Sweden.  We started in Finland in early 2001, and hopefully Norway and
Iceland will join us soon. Seeing politics as highly affected by culture (defined as social and
moral values and norms), this research project seeks to tap attitudes and beliefs held by people
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living in East Asia and in the Nordic countries respectively. By choosing East
Asia and the Nordic countries, it is intended to compare attitudes between the
most similar as well as between the most disparate cultures.

Due to the time-consuming task of finding the necessary extra funding for
the project which has grown considerably since its inception, the ‘Good
Government’ project was not able to present its final results in 2000, as it was
originally decided. On the positive side, the expanded scope of the project
provides very interesting results. In fact, in the light of the ongoing ASEM
process, we expect the results to interest a broad segment of people within
academic, government and business circles.

Three important outcomes are expected:

1. National country reports published in shortened versions as journal
articles.

2. An edited book based on the concluded survey research, with each
national team presenting their findings and emphasizing the most
similar/most different aspects of this comparative research.

3. An international conference presenting and discussing our findings will
take place in late 2001 in Stockholm. Researchers and research teams
dealing with similar topics will be invited, and one session of this
concluding conference will approach the media, to disseminate the
research results to a wider audience.

Further information on the project: http://eurasia.nias.ku.dk/epcren
The project ‘Good Government, East Asian and Nordic Perspectives’ was financed by the

Danish Social Science Research Council with a grant covering the salary of the main investigator/
project leader and some research expenses during a three-year period starting from September
1997. Additional support for the workshops has been granted from ESF, European Science
Foundation, Asia Section (Strasbourg) and from the Korea Foundation (Korea), and support
for national surveys and data analysis has been received from: Velux Foundation of 1984
(Denmark);  DUPI, Danish Foreign Policy Institute, (Denmark); The Bank of Sweden
Tercentenary Foundation  (Sweden); CPAS, Centre for Pacific Asia Studies, (Sweden); Asia
Research Fund (Korea). The Finnish team has received support from the Academy of Finland.

Research Theme  3: Integration, Disintegration and Identity

In addition to changes within economic, political and cultural systems, the transformation of
Asian societies involves changes to the units within which these take place. Nation-building is
consolidating nations. This is pitched against strong centrifugal and disintegrative forces in
several parts of Asia, while at the same time transnational region-building constructs new regions
and units of governance and identity. The rapid development of transnational organizations
outside the political domain is another important aspect of globalization, which deserves to be
studied both in its own right and as an increasingly important feature in the external environment
of individual nations.

The study of Asian regionalization and nation-building is particularly interesting theoretically
as it often utilizes the dissimilarities, rather than similarities, of nations and regions that are
engaged in transnational and international integration. While the Asian formula of integration
and regionalization (with border cooperation initiatives, special economic zones, etc.) seems
to suffer from the lack of common identity among the agents of integration, it is suited to the
idea of complementation and conflict prevention, since it tries to integrate different rather
than similar nations and regions.

From the perspective of economic viability, the Asian experience in regionalization and
integration can offer solutions that better utilize the idea of complementation. In the field of

Tradition and modernity, Seoul
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conflict prevention, Asia can offer experiences on how integration and positive interdependence
can be promoted, not just between nations that would in any case never wage war against each
other, but also among nations that because of their differences, are more likely to have differences
in national perceptions, interests and values.

The awakening and transformation of subnational territories (Aceh, for example), as well as
the political division of culturally homogeneous nations (such as Mongolia, Korea and Vietnam),
or natural regions (for instance the rising influence of religion in politics has been claimed to
divide the political unity of the ASEAN) work against the processes of nation- and region-building
in Asia. While the integration aspect of the transformation of units of governance and identity
is often seen as a factor reducing the potential for conflict, disintegration processes naturally
tend to have the opposite effects.

The question of units of actors and identities is
obviously a central one in the understanding of
the Asian societies in transformation. The tackling
of this theme clearly requires the input of several
disciplines. Without an understanding of the
ASEAN diplomatic culture, it is difficult to grasp
the problems related to the creation of trans-
national units like the Sijori, BIMB-EAGA, etc.
Without an understanding of politics and history,
it is impossible to comprehend the development
of Taiwanese, Tibetan, Hong Kong, Bengal or
Okinawa identities. Without an understanding of
the pastoral conditions of production and the
economics of transmigration, it is impossible to
understand the specific identities in Mongolia or
Kalimantan, Indonesia.Mongolian boys in front of yurt

PROJECTS

Japan’s Colonial Education and Political Socialization
Project leader: Li Narangoa
This project investigates Japanese education policies in the Mongol lands between Russia, China
and Manchuria during the 1930s and 1940s. Japan constructed its territorial empire in an age
of political mobilization. Nationalism and ideas of democracy had become powerful political
forces around the world, including Eastern Asia. To control its new possessions, Japan needed
a mobilization strategy of its own. In developing this strategy, Japan placed great emphasis on
education, which the authorities saw as a tool for shaping society to serve their purposes and as
part of their broader efforts to establish their dominance. These policies, however, left the
Japanese with several practical problems. This project explores the Japanese educational motives
and the practical problems they faced in trying to shape the future by controlling the education
of Mongols: how could they promote education without encouraging Mongolian nationalism,
which might eventually turn against them? To what extent did they wish to transmit Japanese
culture to the Mongols and what would this mean for both Mongolian and Japanese identities?
What economic role did the Japanese envisage for the Mongol lands in the Greater East Asian
Co-Prosperity Sphere, and how could anything useful be achieved in a time of political conflicts
and scarce resources? It also looks at the Mongolian response and the difficult political and
practical choices faced by the Mongols. How could they make use of the opportunities presented
by Japan’s engagement in their region without becoming tools of the Japanese, or storing up
problems for future relations with the Chinese? And what path to modernization should
Mongolian society follow? What should be preserved from the traditional order and which
models would offer Mongolia the most promising future?
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By examining the ambivalent Japanese education policy in the Mongol
lands, this project highlights Japan’s general educational dilemmas in its
Asian colonies.

Imperial Japan and National Identities in Asia, 1895–1945
Project leaders: Li Narangoa and Robert Cribb
This book project examines the relationship between Japan and changing
national identities in the rest of Asia during the era of Japan’s territorial
expansion in Asia, from approximately 1895 to 1945. It focuses on two main
themes.

First, during this period Japan became a model for social organization
in the rest of Asia, especially in the area of national mobilization. The
chapters describe both the general process which might be called
‘Japanization’ and the more subtle process by which Asians tried to identify
those features of Japanese society which had brought success to Japan, and
then sought to find and strengthen comparable elements in their own
culture.

Second, Japan exercised a strong influence on conceptions of the state
and national order in East Asia. Not only did Japan attempt to reshape
borders in Asia, but also it tried to create a systemic shift in the international
politics of the region. In particular, it sought to engineer a shift from the
hierarchical Chinese and European colonial orders in eastern Asia to a still
hierarchical Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere in which, nonetheless,
the concept of national independence was more strongly developed. This
volume puts forward a more complex picture of Japan’s expansion in Asia

and its failure to create a Pan-
Asian identity.

Religion and National Identity Building
in Post-Soviet Central Asian States
Project leader: Li Narangoa
This project examines the relations between
religion, politics and national identity building in
the context of political, social and economic changes
in the post-Soviet Central Asian states. It covers such
questions as: How have politicians tried to utilize
religion while religious communities also used the
opportunity to spread their religious teachings and
influence? How have religious forms and religious
character changed under unstable political,
economic and social conditions? What is the
common people’s perception of religion and what
does it mean for politicians? Not only Islam, but also
the roles of Buddhism and Christianity are observed.

This project stems from the course on Central
Asia offered by the Department of History at the
University of Copenhagen during the autumn
semester 2000. It will be carried out in cooperation
with a number of postgraduate students of
departments of history, comparative religious studies
and philosophy from the University.

Teaching good behaviour. Mongolian
school-book illustration, 1940s

Teaching religious veneration.
Mongolian school-book illustration,
1940s
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Conflicts of Indonesia
Project leader: Timo Kivimäki
This project studies the various conflicts in Indonesia from a macro as well as from a micro
perspective. The project established a ‘Network of Indonesian Conflict Studies’ in 2000 for the
purpose of collaboration between NIAS and a number of Indonesian universities and research
institutes. In 2000 the project produced a book published by Tampere Peace Research Institute.

In addition to strictly academic purposes, the project also aims at
policy recommendations related to the transformation of conflict
structures in various parts of Indonesia and other developing countries.
In relation to the policy recommendations, this project offered
intellectual support to the Finnish EU presidency (autumn 1999) in
issues relating to EU’s joint foreign and security policies. The project
has also produced a more general understanding of questions related
to domestic conflicts in Southeast Asia and in the developing world.
Related to this wider focus, the project produced a book, Greed,
Grievance and Weak States (eds T. Kivimäki and L. Laakso, Department
of Development Studies & Political Science Publications, 2000) and a
research report Peaceful Solutions: Navigating Conflict Prevention and
Mitigation (Olli Ruohomäki and T. Kivimäki, Finnish Foreign Ministry
Publications, 2000) and an article in Asia-Pacific Development Monitor

(December 2000).

Long Inter-State Peace of ASEAN
Project leader: Timo Kivimäki
This project explores the relationship between various instruments of integration and the
peacefulness of inter-state relations. The project is linked to a broader joint project (NIAS,
Turku School of Economics and Business Administration, University of Helsinki, the Institute
of Development Studies, Sabah, Malaysia, and the University of Riau, Indonesia), which compares
the instruments of integration in Southeast Asia with those applied in cross-border integration
in the Baltic Sea area and in the Northern Calotte. It has published its results in two books on
Finland’s transnational cooperation and articles in Journal of International Relations and Development
(Summer 1999), Journal of Peace Research (1/2001) and a chapter in a forthcoming book (Forward-
Looking Outcomes and International Negotiation, eds V. Kremeniuk and I.W. Zartman). Within the
project, a research report on Conflict Potential in the South China Sea is being prepared for the
Finnish Foreign Ministry for March 2001.

The Danish Nomad Research Project
Project leader: Ida Nicolaisen
Pastoral nomads have stirred the interest of Danish scholars
for more than a century. During this period these scholars
have explored the living conditions and cultural expressions
of herding peoples in Central Asia, Afghanistan, Iran as well
as in the Gulf area and North Africa. This research pro-
gramme covers a range of socio-cultural studies as well as
analyses of ethnographic collections emanating from this
prolonged research effort. It is undertaken by a team of 12
researchers and a number of technical specialists through
collaboration between NIAS, Copenhagen and Aarhus
Universities, the National Museum and Moesgaard Museum.
The programme has been generously supported by the
Carlsberg Foundation.

General Agus
Widjojo, lecturing on
Indonesian conflicts
together with Timo
Kivimäki during the
latter’s visit to
Parahyangan
University, Bandung

Gomao Bazaar
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The results are published by Rhodos International Publishers (Copenhagen) and Thames
& Hudson (London and New York). Ten major volumes have been published so far: Inge Demant
Mortensen, Nomads of Luristan; Gorm Pedersen, Afghan Nomads in Transition; Birthe Frederiksen,
Caravans and Trade in Afghanistan; Asta Olesen, Afghan Craftsmen; Henny Harald Hansen, Mongol
Costumes; Martha Boyer, Mongol Jewelry; Schuyler Jones, Tibetan Nomads; and Johannes Nicolaisen
& Ida Nicolaisen; The Pastoral Tuareg I–II. A number of studies are in the pipeline including
Esther Fihl, Exploring Central Asia I–II (in print); Christel Braae’s analysis of Mongol material
culture, Annette Erler’s study of Mongol music, and Ida Nicolaisen’s monograph on the Haddad
of Kanem.

Chinese Storytelling: The Interplay of Oral and Written Traditions in
Popular Culture
Project leader: Vibeke Børdahl
The project aims at studying the development of the oral arts in China with a special
emphasis on the interface between the written literature and the oral traditions of
storytelling. The orality/literacy dichotomy, treated in its cultural-specific context,
seems to be of major importance for an understanding of the structural specifics
and conditions of existence of the oral arts. The storytelling genres have survived as
orally transmitted traditions for more than a thousand years up to our present time
and, as such, they offer a unique territory for research in oral tradition.

The study is based on fieldwork on present-day storytelling of the ‘Water Margin’
cycle in the Lower Yangtze area, as well as on the collection and analysis of other
oral, oral-derived and literary texts related to the ‘Water Margin’ theme. The project
includes small-scale teamwork with Chinese storytellers and other performers, as
well as cooperation with the photographer Jette Ross.

Research stays during the year 2000 included:
April–May: fieldwork in Yangzhou and Suzhou, China (with Jette Ross). August:

research stay as NIAS visiting fellow at IIAS, Leiden; participation in CHIME/IIAS
conference, ‘Audiences, Patrons and Performers of the Performing Arts in Asia’.

October–November: research stay as visiting scholar at the China School of
Northern Performing Arts, Tianjin; invited speaker at Beijing International Festival
of Performed Arts.

The results of the project are currently communicated in the form of articles in international
scientific periodicals, television and radio programmes.

A monograph Wu Song Fights the Tiger: The Interplay of Oral and Written Tradition in Chinese
Storytelling is being prepared. The primary target group is the international scholarly milieu,
but parts of the project are also suitable for communication to a broader audience. A more
summarized book for the general readership is well under way (cf. the project ‘Chinese
Storytellers’, below).

Chinese Storytellers: The Life and Art of Yangzhou Storytellers
Project leaders: Vibeke Børdahl and Jette Ross
In China the oral tradition of professional storytelling has a long and unbroken history. More
than a thousand years ago storytelling was one of the major forms of entertainment found in
the medieval metropolitan cities. Even today the art exists and has preserved its essential
characteristics as a form of prose narrative in local dialect, told and acted out by a single
performer in daily instalments over an extended period of time. In recent years the Chinese
storytellers are, however, confronting not only the challenge of the modern electronic media,
but the changing habits and lifestyle of the modernized country.

In Yangzhou, one of the famous places in Chinese history and allegedly the town where
Marco Polo served as a prefect for several years, we still find the oral tradition-bearers of Yangzhou

‘Wu Song Kills the
Great Beast.’ A page
from an early edition
of Water Margin
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storytelling (Yangchou p’ing-hua). The aim of the present book is to
portray the art and life of the Yangzhou storytellers of today in words
and pictures:

Part One contains a historical introduction to the art of storytelling
in China, and a description in text and photographs of the specific
setting of Yangzhou storytelling. The general conditions of the
profession, the family background of the storytellers, education and
career, rules and habits of the performance situation, repertoire and
style, as well as the specific language of storytelling, are described in
detail.

Part Two is an anthology of spoken texts, performed by Yangzhou
storytellers 1989–1998. The texts are translated from oral recordings
and illustrated with photographs taken during performances. The book
will be accompanied by a CD-rom or VHS video (60 min.) containing
video-photographed excerpts from the performances of the texts in
the book and a short film from Yangzhou and the storytellers’ milieu.

The book has been accepted for publication with Cheng & Tsui
Book Company, Boston (publication 2001).

‘Wu Song Kills the
Tiger’, performed by
the Yangzhou story-
teller Ren Jitang in
Copenhagen 1998.
Photo: Jette Ross

Ethnic Identity and Political Decentralization: The Minahasa in Northern
Sulawesi in Focus
Project leader: Michael Jacobsen
The project focuses on the interplay between cultural and ethnic revival and the decentralization
of political power in Indonesia, and concentrates on the Christian Minahasa minority in North
Sulawesi Province. In anticipation of a decentralization of power, a power struggle has developed
between Muslim and Christian groups, which is resulting in a politicization of ethnicity. As an
official reaction to this, the newly elected provincial governor – himself a Minahasa – set up a
think-tank in May 2000 to prepare the province for decentralization and regional autonomy
within areas such as mining, fisheries, agriculture, education, health and tourism. A Minahasa
Congress is being prepared, drawing also on the Minahasa diaspora, especially in the Netherlands,
with the aim to promote and entrench Minahasa culture and values in the province and ultimately
to prepare Minahasa for a new status separate from Indonesia.

It is found that ethnic tension and political decentralization go hand in hand, as
decentralization raises the stakes for local power. To this core, the Christian Minahasa, even
though they are a religious and ethnic minority in the province, appear as the dominant political
power brokers and have 29 out of the 45 seats in the Provincial Asembly. On the other hand,
one of the four districts within the North Sulawesi Province has submitted an application to the
central government in Jakarta about changing its status into a new, independent, Muslim-
dominated province.

How these various streams of development will relate to each other when national
decentralization and regional autonomy are finally implemented is anxiously awaited by the
actors in this intricate power play.

Transnational Advocacy Networks in East and Southeast Asia
Project leader: Nicola Piper
This theme is being researched in the specific context of war crimes and compensation.

The legacy of the Second World War in the East and Southeast Asian region has been passed
on to the new millennium with the controversy over methods of compensation continuing,
leaving many issues still unresolved and injustice being done in many ways. The internationally
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best-known group of war victims still fighting for compensation is the euphemistically so-called
‘military comfort women’ – survivors of enforced sexual slavery by the Japanese military during
the Pacific War, most of whom are Koreans. The plight of these women is not only a reminder
of Japan’s imperialist history, but is also linked to Japan’s relations to Korea in a post-colonial
setting within the regional political economy today. For the surviving and activist women, this
issue has become a major impetus for forming,
or joining, national, regional and international
alliances campaigning against gender-specific
violence.

The gendered nature of brutalities during
armed conflicts has been brought to even
broader world-wide attention by recent mass
rapes in Bosnia, Rwanda and Haiti. In
particular, the gender-specific atrocities
committed in the former Yugoslavia have given
the final push for the explicit recognition of
these as war crimes by the UN Security Council.
This was to a large extent the result of
international women’s organizations’
concerted efforts on behalf of the issue of
gendered violence which had actually started
decades prior to the rapes in Bosnia. At the time
of the Yugoslav conflict, the 1993 World
Conference on Human Rights in Vienna was a
further forum at which women were lobbying
and campaigning to get women specific rights included in the general human rights agenda.

With the East and Southeast Asian region having undergone the most far-reaching socio-
political changes in recent years, civil society groups have experienced a vigorous revival, with
women’s organizations having often been particularly active in establishing not only nationally
based social movement activism and NGO activity, but also in forming transnational links.

The case study focuses on transnational advocacy networks formed between Korean and
Japanese feminist groups campaigning on behalf of the ‘comfort women’. As this specific issue
refers to a historical event that happened during the Second World War, but which has been
politicized under postwar political systems with the help of postwar social movements, there
seems to be a clear link to changing political opportunity structures which are embedded in
socio-economic developments. The two specific questions that are addressed in this project are
as follows:

1. What is the peculiar nature of women’s rights movements in Korea and Japan and their
transnational networking activities between each other, within the region, and
internationally?

2. What is the role of gender in an international human rights discourse as a political
opportunity structure for women’s groups in Korea and Japan?

On the whole, this project analyses transnational networking of feminist organizationsin the
context of gendered political opportunity structures in East Asia.

Demonstration
against unjust
treatment of migrant
workers. Reprinted by
the compliments of
Asian Migrant vol.
XI, no. 1, 1998
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Supporting Research on Asia

Supporting and promoting research on Asia in the Nordic countries is an important part of
NIAS’s mandate. This features as a more or less indirect aspect of most of NIAS’s activities, such
as networking with the community of institutes and scholars concerned with contemporary
Asian studies at large and the organization of conferences and workshops.

However, as an integral and core component in NIAS’s overall mission to promote high-
quality research on Asia in the Nordic countries, various forms of direct support to researchers
and research on Asia have over the years become an increasingly important part of NIAS’s
activities. These activities are based on three main pillars:

• the NIAS library;

• a comprehensive scholarship programme; and

• close interaction with other academic institutions in the Nordic countries.

The library has been built up over a period of more than 30 years and now contains the largest
collection of books and journals in the field of contemporary Asian studies in Western languages in
the Nordic countries. While the focus is on the social sciences, the library also contains considerable

material on the humanities. It is NIAS’s policy that the library should
be open and accessible to all scholars in the Nordic countries. To
this end, close collaboration with university libraries and a very high
level of service is offered to those visiting and using the library. As
part of an overall strategy to encompass the Baltic countries within
NIAS’s constituency, the Institute’s activities, including those listed
below, are gradually being opened up to the Baltic community of
Asian scholars and institutions.

NIAS maintains a comprehensive scholarship programme as
part of its function to serve as a second academic home for
scholars on Asia in the Nordic countries. A large number of two-
week ‘contact scholarships’ and one-month ‘guest fellowships’
are offered primarily to young scholars to provide them with
the opportunity to visit the Institute to engage in intellectual
exchange with scholars on Asia from a variety of disciplines, to
take part in NIAS’s seminars and other activities and, not least,
to make use of the NIAS Library. Most of the visiting scholars
come for intensive documentary work in the Library and NIAS’s
professional librarians spend much of their time assisting them
in this work. Close collaboration with other institutes of Asian
studies in Europe, not least through the Strategic Alliance, made
it possible to offer short-term scholarships for Nordic scholars
to centres of excellence such as the International Institute of
Asian Studies (IIAS) in Leiden/Amsterdam, the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London and the Ecole
Française d’Extrême Orient (EFEO) in Paris. NIAS also offers a
limited number of scholarships for visits to Asia. With a view to
assisting young Nordic scholars to gain exposure for their work
in Asia and to develop personal contacts with the scholarly
communities in Asia, NIAS offered scholarships for young

scholars to present their research at conferences in Asia and for network-building. A small
number of scholarships are also provided to young scholars for documentation in the field.

A view from Phnom Penh
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The Support Programme for Asian Studies (SUPRA)

The increasing interest in Asia and the dynamic development
of Asian studies is not least reflected in the large and increasing
number of young scholars attracted to this field of study. Support
for the younger generation of students and researchers in the
field of Asian studies is perceived as particularly important
because they represent the future of Asian studies, provide an
important source of intellectual dynamism and innovation, and
are, by virtue of their youth and relative inexperience,  in special

need of support.
The SUPRA programme was started in the autumn of 1993.

It is open to students resident in the Nordic countries and the
Baltic countries who have been admitted to a university MA or
PhD programme, who actively carry out thesis work on an Asian
topic and who have registered their projects at NIAS by filling
in a questionnaire.

The first edition of the Nordic Directory of Dissertation Projects in Asian Studies (1993) listed
more than 200 projects. The second and the third editions, with information about projects
current in 1994–95 and 1996–97 respectively, as well as lists of projects completed during the
respective periods, increased the number of projects by some 100 each, and the 4th edition –
due to be published in mid-2001 –  will record close to 500 projects.

The directory is intended to function as a register of Nordic dissertation topics. It is distributed
to the students registered in the SUPRA-programme as well as to institutes and libraries in the
Nordic countries.

Graduate and postgraduate SUPRA students are offered a number of special services. These
include:

1. Library Services: the possibility to borrow books directly to the home institution.

2. Thesis Guidance: NIAS offers two kinds of services: (a) assistance in finding qualified
external supervisors in the Nordic countries or the rest of Western Europe and (b)
guidance at NIAS by members of the research staff in connection with visits to the
Institute.

3. International Research Training Courses: The support programme includes a series of
workshops for selected teams of Nordic and non-Nordic PhD students, Nordic-European
Workshops in Advanced Asian Studies (NEWAS).

4. Fellowship Programmes: (a) Nordic Contact Scholarships are designed to enable SUPRA
students to work at the Institute for two weeks, making use of NIAS’s library as well as
libraries and archives in Copenhagen at large. (b) NIAS’s Nordic Guest Fellowships
provide primarily PhD students with an opportunity to work for a calendar month as an
Associate Fellow at NIAS.

5. Travel Grants, which will (partly) cover travel and accommodation costs primarily in
connection with conference attendance and networking activities in Asia and secondarily
for fieldwork in Asia.

6. Scholarly Meetings: NIAS initiates and organizes conferences and workshops on different
countries, regions, topics and questions in Asian studies.

7. Information Services: Upon request, NIAS’s information officer, in close collaboration
with the Institute’s research and library staffs, will assist SUPRA students with (a) contact
to relevant research institutes, individual researchers and resource persons in the Nordic
countries, Asia, Europe, North America and Australia; (b) information on relevant

The Library is among the largest of its kind in the Nordic
countries and offers special services to SUPRA students
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educational programmes and courses at different Nordic universities; (c) information on
relevant scholarly networks, conferences and workshops in the Nordic countries, Western
Europe and beyond; (d) advice on sources of research funding; (e) advice on how and
where to obtain information on a special part or a special aspect of Asia.

8. Nordic Directory of Current Dissertation Projects in Asian Studies  is sent to all SUPRA students.

9. NIASnytt (Nordic Newsletter of Asian Studies) is sent to all SUPRA students.

10.The electronic newsletter SUPRA NEWS is a monthly update on events and services and is
sent to all SUPRA students free of charge.

11.Publication of Dissertations: NIAS provides professionally handled channels for
publishing dissertations or revised versions of dissertations of high quality.

12.Discount on Publications: SUPRA students are entitled to buy copies of titles in NIAS’s
publication series at a 20-per-cent discount on the list price.

Scholarships

Nordic Contact Scholarships
These scholarships are designed to make NIAS library and other resources accessible to Nordic
researchers and students, as well as those from the Baltic states and St Petersburg. A scholarship
covers inexpensive travel to and from Copenhagen and accommodation in a NIAS room at
Nordisk Kollegium, with full board for a period of 2 weeks. Applications are assessed three
times per year.

Contact Scholarships in 2000:

Erica Andersson, Department of Chinese, Institute of Oriental Languages, Stockholm
University. Modern heroes in China

Raisa Asikainen, Institute of Asian and African Languages and Cultures, University of
Helsinki. The use of history in Chinese foreign politics of the 1950s

Md. Nurul Momen Bhuiyan, Department of Social Sciences, University of Helsinki. ‘Tokai’:
street children of Dhaka

Erlend Eidsvik, Department of Geography, University of Bergen. Dimensions of a river: the
Bagmati river, Kathmandu, Nepal

Carina Holmgren, Department of Education, Umeå University. Den kinesiska undervisningens
kulturspecifika dimension

Riika-Leena Juntunen, Department of History, University of Oulu. Women missionaries working
in China at the beginning of the 20th century

Pia Kjellås, East Asian Studies Programme, Stockholm University. Adoption in Korea – in a
future perspective

Heidi Bjønnes Larsen, Institute of Geography, University of Bergen. Children
of the city [Dhaka, Bangladesh]

Lotte Børsting Larsen, Department of East Asian Studies, University of
Aarhus. The ODA charter: does it matter?

Kati Liimatainen, Department of Geography, University of Joensuu.
Organizational limits of networking in rural tourism development [with special
reference to Sri Lanka]
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Marika Lüders, Department of Media and Communication,
University of Oslo. Burmese in exile and the internet

Kulsum Asadee Mahal, Department of Social Anthropology,
University of Helsinki. Caring about future living on the street: an
ethnographic account of the street children of Dhaka

Mika Minetti, Department of Political Science, University of
Helsinki. Modernization by necessity or development by conviction: a
portrait of a transformation process in the Lao PDR

Timothy Moreno, Centre for East and Southeast Asian Studies,
Lund University. Democratization in Japan: the role of civil society in
rapid democratic transition and consolidation

Maung Myint, Center for Pacific Asia Studies, Stockholm University.
Democracy Movement in Burma since 1962

Henning Nilssen, Department of Sociology, University of Oslo.
Chinese economic development and the problems of embedded autonomy

Camilla Orjuela, Department of Peace and Development Research,
Göteborg University. Collective identities of peace and conflict: local peace work in Sri Lanka

Christine Præsttun, Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of Oslo.
‘Becoming the other?’ – Constructions of Hong Kong identity during the political transition in 1997

Lene D. J. Rambusch, Department of Ethnography and Social Anthropology, University of
Aarhus. Family structures in the urban Chinese modernization process in Beijing, with special
reference to children

Nina Beate Rasch-Olsen, Institute of Political Science, University of Oslo. Human rights and
Norwegian foreign policy towards Asia

Anne Sofie Schousboe Laursen, Department of Ethnography and Social Anthropology,
University of Aarhus. Reconciliation processes in Cambodia post 1993

Helena von Seth, School of Economics and Management, Lund University. The macroeconomic
reforms to transform the economy of Myanmar

Elin Tangen Skeide, Department of Geography, University of Bergen. Globalization, meaning,
power

Håkon Steffenrem, Department of History, NTNU, Trondheim. Industrireising som
nasjonbygging [Indonesia]

Kari G. Telle, Institute of Anthropology, University of Bergen. Contracting religion: ritual and
change among the Sasak, Lombok

Mai Trinh, Centre for East and Southeast Asian Studies, Lund University. Challenges for the
SME sector in Vietnam. A study of the barriers for SMEs in Vietnam to develop

Kamil Tursun, Institute of Asian and African Studies, University of Helsinki. Writing Uighur: a
history of the orthographical traditions in Eastern Turkestan

Dr Robert Vaagan, Institute of Human Rights, University of Oslo. The role of Russian as a major
literary language in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Georgia and Azerbaijan following the demise of the
USSR in 1991

Lakshman Kumara Punchi Wedikkarage, Department of Education, University of Oslo.
Educational goals and the role of examinations in Sri Lanka

NIAS grants bring scholars together
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Nordic Guest Fellowships
This type of scholarship is designed for senior researchers, graduate and postgraduate students
based in the Nordic and Baltic countries and St Petersburg. It offers scholars an opportunity to
work at NIAS as an associated fellow for one calendar month.

A scholarship includes inexpensive travel to and from Copenhagen, accommodation with
full board in a NIAS room at Nordisk Kollegium, and pocket money to cover incidental expenses.
The guest fellow enjoys full access to the Institute’s library services and research tools, computer
facilities, contact networks and scholarly environment.

Nordic Guest Fellows in 2000:

Karl Benediktsson, Department of Geology and Geography, University of Iceland. Rural
development in Papua New Guinea

Maria Edin, Department of Government, Uppsala University. Market forces and communist

power: local political institutions and economic development

Annamari Konttinen, Department of Sociology, University of Turku. Environmental protest – a
factor for change in Japanese society

Mojibur Rahman, Institute of Development Studies, University of Helsinki. Vulnerability of the
weak, sensitivity of the protective policies and programmes: A study on the role of Nordic supported
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in combatting economic exploitation of children in the
South Asian states of Bangladesh and Nepal

Lena Örnberg, Department of Economic History, Lund University. Farmer’s choice: a study on
modernization and agricultural change in Northern Thailand

Guest Fellowships for Scholars from Asia
NIAS invites a limited number of guest fellows from Asia every year. This type of fellowship
covers travel expenses and board and lodging and can be held by a scholar at post-doctoral
level who would like to spend a month for research or other scholarly activities at NIAS in
Copenhagen or at another research institute in one of the Nordic countries. It is a prerequisite
that the candidate’s current research fits in with research carried out at NIAS or at another
Nordic research institute and it must be documented that contact has been established with
other Nordic scholars well in advance.

Asian Guest Fellows 2000:

Chris Baker, Freelance writer, Bangkok. Thailand’s post-crisis economy and
politics

Hin He, Library Manager, Cambodian Development Resource Institute,
Phnom Penh.  Bibliography of Cambodia

Jianren Lu, Professor, Division of International Relations and Cooperation,
Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS). Economic co-operation and international relations of the Asia-Pacific, with
a focus on the China-ASEAN relationship

Gail Omvedt, Sociologist, freelance writer-activist, Kaseguon village,
Maharashtra (India). Globalization and rural India

Pasuk Phongpaichit, Professor, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.
Thailand’s illegal economy and public policy

Chris Baker and Pasuk Phongpaichit,
guest scholars from Asia, May 2000
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European Grants

GRANTS WITHIN THE STRATEGIC ALLIANCE FOR ASIAN STUDIES

Within the framework of the Strategic Alliance for Asian Studies (SAAS), one-month European
scholarships were made available in 2000  for Nordic scholars wishing to undertake research at
an Asian studies centre elsewhere in Europe, or for European scholars wishing to undertake
research at NIAS or another Nordic centre of Asian studies. The scholarships were open for
post-doctoral scholars and advanced doctoral candidates.

Scholarships to Leiden 2000:

Vibeke Børdahl, Oslo. The Chinese oral traditions

Mason Hoadley, Centre for East and Southeast Asian Studies, Lund University. Historical atlas
of Southeast Asia

Lisbeth Littrup, University of Copenhagen. The national story in Indonesia and Malaysian
autobiographical writers

EFEO AND SOAS GRANTS

Through agreements with two of the foremost institutes of Asian Studies in Europe Ecole
Française d’Extrême-Orient (EFEO) in Paris  and the School of Oriental and African Studies
(SOAS) in London – NIAScan offer possibilities for Nordic scholars to spend some time at
these centres of research. EFEO is France’s foremost centre for Asian studies. Apart  from a
head office in Paris, it maintains regional offices throughout Asia (Hanoi, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur,
Kyoto, Phnom Penh, etc.) which assist visiting researchers in many ways.

Soas is one of the most distinguished centres in Europe for research and teaching on Asia in
both Humanities and the Social Sciences.

EFEO grant in 2000:

Rein Raud, University of Helsinki and Estonian Institute of the Humanities.
Japan as the model of Asian modernization. The mechanisms of cultural
transition

SOAS grant 2000:

Anders Karlsson, Department of Oriental Studies, Stockholm University.
Social change in late Chosôn Korea

Also within the framework of the Strategic Alliance for Asian Studies, an
exchange of scholars have in the past few years taken place, primarily between
IIAS in Leiden and NIAS.

In 1999–2000 Dr. Mario Rutten, an anthropologist/sociologist from the
University of Amsterdam, spent a year as an Alliance Research Fellow at NIAS.
During his stay at NIAS he pursued two research projects. One of the projects
involved a comparative study on the economic behaviour and lifestyles of rural
entrepreneurs in South and Southeast Asia. The second project explored the
social linkages between Indians living in London and their relatives in Gujarat
in India.

Dr. Michael Jacobsen, an anthropologist from the University of
Copenhagen, spent a year from August 1999 until August 2000 at IIAS in Leiden
working on a project entitled Ethnic identity and political decentralization: The
Minhasa in Northern Sulawesi in focus (see p. 29). Mongolian horsemen
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Travel Grants to Asia
In order to help Nordic scholars to present their
work to academic communities in Asia, to
familiarize themselves with contemporary
research in their fields in Asia and to develop
networks of contacts with Asian scholars, NIAS
awards a limited number of travel grants. These
are primarily intended for junior scholars at the
early stage of their academic careers. Due to
budgetary constraints, the grants are not very
large and are intended to partly cover the cost
of travel and living expenses for shorter visits.
The grants are given for three main purposes:
(i) participation in conferences in Asia, (ii)
participation in networking activities and in the
establishment of research networks, and (iii)
fieldwork of limited duration.

Travel Grants to Asia, 2000:

Tran Hoai Anh, Department of Social Anthropology, Lund University. Globalization and local
traditions. A study of contemporary Vietnamese architecture. Destination: Hanoi, Vietnam and
Thailand

Petra Löfstedt, Department of Public Health Sciences, Karolinska Institutet. Family planning
and changing fertility patterns in rural Yunnan, PRC. Destinations: Beijing and Kunming,
PRC

Michael Mattlin, Department of Political Science, University of Helsinki. Negotiating national
identity: The democratization process in Taiwan. Destination: Taipei, Taiwan

Bjarne Skov, Department of East-European and Oriental Studies,
University of Oslo. Mitt hjemland Panjab: Pakistanskættede i Oslos
befolkning og deres verdier og holdninger som formidles ved skolegang på
landsbygda i Panjab. Destination: Pakistan

NIAS pays particular attention to the young emerging community of
Nordic scholars on Asia through its special Support Programme for Asian
Studies (SUPRA) (see above pp. 32–33). Many of the various scholarships
are also designed for and target this group.

A second important avenue for promoting Asian studies, apart from
support to individual scholars, is active collaboration with a wide range
of academic institutions and networks in the Nordic region. NIAS
maintains close and good relations with a large number of academic
institutes in all the Nordic countries and, at times, also serves as an
intermediary for links with institutes and networks outside the Nordic
arena. NIAS also actively encourages and supports the various area-
focused networks of Asian scholars that have emerged over the past
decades in the Nordic countries.

Young Indian boys bathe water buffaloes after a hot day.
Photo: Minna Säävälä

*****
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Baltic Outreach

NIAS’s contacts with the Baltic countries go back to the years of the re-
establishment of their independence. The first Baltic-Nordic Orientalist
Conference was held in Riga in May 1992. During the past few years NIAS
has made increasing efforts to incorporate the Baltic countries in its
activities as part of an overall strategy to include the community of Asian
scholars in the Baltic countries within the NIAS family. This is in line with
the policy of the Nordic governments and of the Nordic Council of
Ministers to integrate the Baltic countries into the Nordic structures.
Equally important is a belief that by reaching out to the dynamic and
rapidly changing academia in the Baltic countries, NIAS, as well as the
Nordic community of Asian scholars at large, stand to gain substantially
in terms of intellectual stimulation and increased resource base.

A close contact was established with the University of Riga in 1998,
which inter alia resulted in the organization of a joint Asia Update in Riga
in May 1999. In the autumn of 1999 a representative of NIAS undertook
a comprehensive tour of all the major universities in the three Baltic
countries with a view to disseminate information about NIAS as widely as
possible among the Baltic academic communities, to establish contacts
and to invite interested scholars and institutes to participate in NIAS
activities. The visit also provided a good overview of the state of Asian
studies in these countries and revealed solid evidence of the interest in
Asian studies in the Baltic countries and the consider-able potential for collaboration with the
Baltic academic communities in this field. On the basis of this visit and other contacts and
discussions, a comprehensive proposal for incorporating the Baltic countries and St Petersburg into
NIAS field of activities was developed and submitted to the Nordic Council of Ministers for funding.

Funding permitting, NIAS aims to invite the Baltic academia and community of Asian scholars
to participate on an equal basis with its Nordic constituency in all NIAS activities. For the time
being it has been decided to open up the contact and guest fellowships to Baltic scholars and to
invite young Baltic scholars to participate in the SUPRA programme. There are also plans to
develop joint research projects and to organize joint seminars and conferences with universities
and scholars in the Baltic countries.

Baltic Scholarships in 2000:

Egdunas Racius, Center of Oriental Studies,
Vilnius University. Islam in America and Europe,
radical Islam and re-islamization (postgraduate
projects)

Kaspars Eihmanis, Department of Oriental
Studies, University of Latvia, Riga.  Different
aspects of the philosophical category Dao in Laozi’s
Daodejing (MA project)

Estonian folk dancers

The medieval
Townhall, Tallinn
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Networking and International
Outreach

Networking is a central and integral aspect and mode of operation in virtually all NIAS’s spheres
of activities.  It is a way of getting extra mileage out of limited means as well as instrumental to
achieving high quality and relevance. Good research is almost always the result of collaborative
efforts. Networking and close cooperation with partners elsewhere is essential for maintaining
a dynamic programme of conferences, workshop and guest lectures within the confines of a
limited budget. Networking is also becoming increasingly important for good library services
and in the field of the Internet. Through the SUPRA programme (outlined on pp. 32–33),
NIAS maintains a network of some 500 junior scholars in the field of Asian studies at the PhD
and MA levels in the Nordic countries. The students of today are the scholars of tomorrow: not
only does this network serve as a basis for much of NIAS’s support for research on Asia, it is also
an important investment in the future. At a different level, a comprehensive publication
programme provides a basis for a disseminating research and networking with established

scholars in the field.

The Nordic Dimension

NIAS depends on close institutional contacts with other
academic institutions and networks in the Nordic countries
to effectively promote Asian studies in the region. As a Nordic
institute with separate sources of funding, NIAS is ideally
placed to maintain such links on an equal, non-competitive
and non-exclusive basis.

The academic institutions and centres specifically
focusing on Asia that are located within various universities
in the Nordic countries are natural partners in many spheres
of activity. The fact that many of the Nordic scholars working
on Asia and with whom NIAS has direct contact are based at
these institutes provide a natural ground for collaboration.

NIAS also benefits from close contacts with other
institutes in the Nordic countries that are thematically akin
to NIAS, such as the various national institutes of
development studies and foreign policy.

NIAS has long-standing relationship with the various
Nordic networks of Asian studies, such as the associations
and societies for China studies, South Asian studies,
Southeast Asian studies, Japanese and Korean studies and
Middle Eastern studies. With the surge in interest in Asian

studies in the past decade, a number of new national and regional networks have emerged and
our interaction with these networks has broadened and diversified. Close collaboration with
these networks is especially necessary as an increasing number of students of Asian affairs are
attached to departments and institutions with a disciplinary rather than geographic profile and

A drummer,
Chungtai Chan
Monastery, Taiwan.
Photo: Tage Bild
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therefore use the networks as an important
instrument for interacting with the Nordic
community of Asian scholars. Apart from
regular meetings between representatives of
the networks, numerous more informal
contacts take place. NIAS’s relationship with
these networks is symbiotic. The networks are
of great help to NIAS in disseminating in-
formation and in reaching out to the vast num-
ber of scholars that are dispersed throughout
the Nordic countries. At the same time, as a
key Nordic institute in the field, NIAS is in a
position to support the networks in a number
of ways.

Networking with other Nordic academic
institutions and networks needs to be seen in
the context of an overall increasing emphasis
on networking at the international level.
Fostering and forging contacts and serving as an intermediary in general is part and parcel of
NIAS’s overall philosophy. Through close collaboration with other institutes and networks of
Asian studies in Europe and Asia on the one hand, and intensive contacts with the Nordic
community of Asian scholars on the other hand, NIAS serves the role of a catalyst and facilitator
of Nordic–international collaboration in the field of Asian research.

International Outreach

The increasingly globalized research environments imply that high international exposure and
close links at both the institutional and personal level with the international research community
are of crucial importance to Nordic research on Asia. NIAS serves as an important channel for
contact between the Nordic research community on Asia and researchers in the rest of the
world. As an institute common to all the Nordic countries, NIAS is able to attract international
attention in a way that would have been difficult for any national or university institution. NIAS
serves as a port of call for senior scholars in the field of Asian studies from all over the world.
These scholars contribute to the Nordic community with ideas and findings at the cutting edge
of research through seminars and informal contacts during their visits. The newsletter, NIASnytt,
is read widely in Asian studies circles around the world and is an important mirror for Nordic
research on Asia as a whole. A very active publication section, with close formal links with major
publishers around the world provides a unique opportunity for Nordic scholars on Asia to
reach out to a world-wide audience.

A Strategic Alliance with other key institutes of Asian research in Europe  (see below) provides
Nordic research in this field with a unique foothold in the European arena. NIAS also has
collaborative agreements with several other main centres for Asian studies in Europe, notably
the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London and the Ecole Francaise
d’Extrême-Orient (EFEO) in Paris. These agreements provide a basis for joint activities and
help to give Nordic scholars easy access to research facilities in those centres. Further afield,
NIAS maintains close collaborative links with key academic environments in Asia and elsewhere.

The Strategic Alliance
In 1997, the governments of four of the five Nordic countries, the Nordic Council of Ministers
and the government of the Netherlands agreed to provide substantial funding to enable the
creation of a Strategic Alliance between NIAS and the International Institute of Asian Studies
in the Netherlands (IIAS). The Strategic Alliance has subsequently been expanded to include

A young Cambodian weaver
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the Institut für Asienkunde in Hamburg and the European Institute for Asian Studies in Brussels.
The aim of the Alliance is to help bring together individual national forces on Asian studies in

Europe in order to foster scholarly excellence in central areas of research and expertise on Asia, to
the benefit of the national research environments and the European community of Asian scholars

at large. This is achieved by:

• building up high-quality, border-transcending research with a strong focus on contemporary
issues, through fellowships, stipends, conferences and the initiation of research programmes;

• creating sustainable networks with Asian and other overseas research institutions and
scholars;

• strengthening the links and communications between academic research on Asia and non-
academic institutions and actors, through policy conferences (Asia Updates), other briefings
and a continuous dialogue;

• strengthening of communication tools, through joint efforts on the internet and in the field
of publication.

A number of both long- and short-term fellowships have been made available within the frame
of the Alliance. During the period under review, Dr Mario Rutten from the Netherlands completed
a one-year fellowship at NIAS, during which time he undertook research on ‘Rural Capitalists in
Asia: India, Indonesia and Malaysia Compared’. During his stay at NIAS he travelled widely
throughout the Nordic region to present his research and to inform about the state of Asian research
in the Netherlands at numerous academic forums. NIAS is presently in the process of publishing a
monograph based on his research. In return, in 1999–2000 Dr Mikael Jacobsen from Denmark
spent one year as guest fellow at IIAS in Leiden where he pursued research on ‘Ethnic Identity,
Nation Building and Human Rights in a Globalizing World’.

Several short-term fellowships were also provided within the framework of the Alliance. Thus,
Dr Mason Hoadley from Lund University, Dr Lisbeth Littrup from Copenhagen University and Dr
Vibeke Børdahl from Norway benefited from stays at IIAS in Leiden in 2000. Within the framework

of a collaboration with the Ecole
Française d’Extrême-Orient (EFEO)
in Paris and the School of African and
Oriental Studies (SOAS) in London,
scholarships were awarded to
Professor Rein Raud from Estonia and
Dr Anders Karlsson from Sweden for
stays at EFEO and SOAS, respectively.

The Alliance, through IIAS,
supports the international research
network CLARA (Changing Labour
Relations in Asia), in which Nordic
and Dutch scholars play a prominent
role. Several workshops have been
organized within the Alliance –
CLARA framework and a major
conference on international labour
migration in Asia is scheduled for
May 2001.

The Strategic Alliance also
provided the framework for a Nordic-
European Workshop in Advanced
Asian Studies (NEWAS) which brought
together a dozen PhD students and six

Novices working in kitchen,  Chungtai Chan Monastery, Taiwan. Photo:
Tage Bild



4242424242 NIAS Review 2000–2001

senior researchers/supervisors from the Nordic countries and the
Netherlands at a workshop on ‘Social Science Research on
Contemporary South and Southeast Asia’ at Gilbjerghoved in
Denmark in April 2000.

A one-day seminar for senior policy-makers – Asia Update – in
Berlin in November 2000 exemplified the Alliance efforts to reach
out to the non-academic community. The Institut für Asienkunde in
Hamburg bore the main responsibility for the organization of this
event, which attracted a large number of policy-makers and
representatives of the business community in Germany.

A major effort in the field of network building has been the
establishment of the Programme for Europe–Asia Research
Linkages (PEARL) in 1997 under the patronage of the European
Science Foundation Committee and the Asia–Europe Foundation
(ASEF). PEARL links a large number of European and Asian
research institutes and aims to contribute to developing a shared
research culture in Asian and European studies. A broad agenda
was agreed upon at a workshop in Seoul in October 1998. At the
same time it was decided to locate the PEARL secretariat at IIAS in
Leiden, while the Director of NIAS and the Dean of Social Sciences
at the National University of Malaysia were elected as co-chairmen.
In order to integrate PEARL in the overall Asia–Europe cooperation
processes pursued under the ASEM (Asia Europe Meeting)
umbrella and to secure it financially, a major proposal for the
establishment of an ASEM Research Platform and an ASEM/PEARL
pilot research project was put forward to all the participating
governments in ASEM for consideration at the ASEM III meeting
in Seoul in 2000.

The promotion of communication and access to information are
pursued in several areas within the Alliance. There is collaboration in
the field of the internet, which inter alia has taken the form of the
establishment of a joint database on conferences in the field of Asian
studies. Information regarding the activities of the Alliance members
is also regularly disseminated through the newsletters of the individual
institutes. Close collaboration between the chief librarians of the
participating institutes benefits the individual researchers through
enhanced accessibility to the vast amount of scholarly information
available in the respective libraries. Increasing collaboration in the
field of publications is also expected to yield considerable synergies.

Asian Partnerships

In line with its philosophy of perceiving Asia not only as the main
object of research, but also as a key partner in research,
collaboration at both the institutional and personal level with
scholars and scholarly environments in Asia features highly on the
NIAS agenda. Most of the research undertaken at NIAS is pursued
in the form of collaboration with Asian scholars and NIAS benefits
from the visits of a large number of Asian scholars. Altogether eight
senior scholars from Asia spent a month each at NIAS in 2000.

Research collaboration and other scholarly exchange are
facilitated by the existence of formal memoranda of understanding

The Great Wall
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with a number of prominent research institutes in Asia, such as the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, Yonsei University in Seoul, the Indian Council for Historic Research in New Delhi,
the Central Institute for Economic Management and the National Centre for Social Sciences
and Humanities in Hanoi, the Mongolian Academy of Social Sciences in Ulaanbaatar and the
National University of Malaysia in Selangor.

Generous funding from Danida will provide the financial basis for a comprehensive
collaboration with the Central Institute of Economic Management (CIEM) in Hanoi, starting
in May 2001. At the heart of this research collaboration are three joint research projects (outlined
on pp. 16–19). NIAS and CIEM will also jointly produce an annual study of Vietnam’s economy,
organize a series of workshops and a major conference in Vietnam. The project is based on
close collaboration between Nordic and Vietnamese scholars and provides ample opportunities
for reciprocal visits. The project emphasizes the involvement of junior scholars on both sides in
the collaboration, and on-the-job training will be complemented by formal training of a number
of Vietnamese researchers. Associate Professor Finn Tarp from Copenhagen University joined
NIAS as senior researcher in early 2001 and has the immediate responsibility for the
implementation of the collaborative project and is based in Hanoi.

A collaboration with Cambodia Resource Management Institute (CDRI) in Phnom Penh,
carried out primarily with funding from Sida, was extended in 2000 to involve library
collaboration. To this end, the chief librarian at CDRI spent a month at NIAS working closely
together with the librarians at NIAS. Among the outcomes of this collaboration will be a joint
bibliography on modern Cambodia.

Temple in the Royal Compound, Phnom Penh
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Intellectual Exchange

As the main focal point for Asian studies in the Nordic countries, NIAS
plays an important role as an arena for intellectual exchange. NIAS
actively promotes its role as a main port of call for scholars based in or
visiting other European countries by inviting them to NIAS to hold
seminars. These visits are often combined with visits to other Nordic
academic centres. The Strategic Alliance offers additional
opportunities for joint invitations by NIAS and its Alliance partners to
distinguished Asian scholars. The NIAS seminar programme brings
high-quality scholarship to the attention of a Nordic audience and
gives Nordic scholars a forum in which to present their research to a
broader Nordic and international audience

These activities are complemented by formalized fellowship
schemes, which bring junior scholars from elsewhere in Europe, and
senior scholars, mainly from Asia, to NIAS for periods of one month
to take part in the intellectual life of the Institute.

One of the traditional strengths of NIAS is its capacity to devise
and organize small workshops and seminars focusing on a novel or imaginative theme and
sometimes resulting in an edited book. Several such workshops were organized in 2000 and are
detailed below. These events are ideal for sustained intellectual interaction and for bringing
together Nordic and non-Nordic scholars in related fields. The organization of workshops and
conferences is in many instances undertaken in collaboration with other academic institutes
and their venues are not always at NIAS.

International conferences provide an important means for broadening networks of contacts
and disseminating research results. NIAS therefore seeks to maintain a high profile in
international scholarship by participating in and occasionally organizing international
conferences. NIAS also actively encourages the participation of Nordic scholars in international
conferences in the fields of Asian studies. Scholars at NIAS are given financial allowances to this
end and financial assistance is also provided to young Nordic scholars to present their research
results at conferences in Asia.

Networking provides another increasingly important means of intellectual exchange. As
discussed above, NIAS supports and interacts closely with the existing networks of Asian scholars
in the Nordic countries. Close links are also maintained with a number of international networks,
such as CLARA, and there is an increasing emphasis on forging links with appropriate research
networks in Asia.

Conferences and Workshops in 2000

International Workshop: ‘Women Organizing in China’, Copenhagen, 21
February 2000
On 21 February, the seminar ‘Women Organizing in China’ was held at the Nordic Institute of
Asian Studies. The aim was to undertake an empirical enquiry and theoretical analysis of some
of the many forms of women’s organizing activities that challenge unequal (gender) discourses
and practices in Chinese society. Women’s organizing activities in China include both the old
and large party-state organization, the All-China Women’s Federation, and a wide range of
newly established professional and issue-oriented organizations that have been set up since the
mid-1980s. The seminar was a follow-up of the workshop ‘Women Organizing in China’, held at

A delegation of Tibetan scholars visited NIAS in
October 2000
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Oxford University in July 1999. Participants at the workshop included academics from both
China and other countries, activists from China and representatives of some of the donor
organisations that are engaged in supporting women’s organizing activities in China.

7th Nordic-European Workshop in Advanced Asian Studies (NEWAS): ‘Social
Science Research on Contemporary South and Southeast Asia’, Gilleleje,
Denmark, 6–9  April 2000
From 6–9 April 2000, the 7th Nordic-European Workshop in Advanced Asian Studies (NEWAS)
took place in Gilleleje, Denmark. The NEWAS workshops are joint Nordic–European ventures
between the Nordic Institute of Asian Studies (NIAS) and various European research institutes.
The 7th NEWAS workshop in Gilleleje, Denmark, focused on the study of contemporary South
and Southeast Asia from the perspective of the social sciences. It was the third NEWAS workshop
in which Nordic and Dutch PhD students and supervisors met together.

In total, 14 PhD candidates (six Nordic and eight Dutch) and six supervisors (three Nordic
and three Dutch) participated in this two-day workshop. The Nordic participants included PhD
candidates from Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. The Dutch PhD candidates belonged
to the three Dutch research schools that partly focus on Asian studies: Centre for Asian Studies
Amsterdam/Amsterdam School for Social Sciences Research (CASA/ASSR), Centre for Resource
Studies for Development (CERES), and the Research School CNWS of Asian, African and
Amerindian Studies. Together, the 14 projects covered eight countries in South and Southeast
Asia: India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Singapore, Vietnam, Thailand, Burma, and Lao PDR.

International Conference: ‘Human Security in a Globalized World’,
Ulaanbaatar, 8–10 May 2000
This conference was organized together with UNDP in Mongolia and with co-funding from
Sida (Swedish International Development Authority). The main focus of the conference was
on the challenges and problems of human security facing Mongolia as a consequence of its
transition from international isolation and central planning of the economy to an open market
economy in an increasingly globalized world. A broad-based approach provided ample room
for discussion on human security from an economic, social environmental as well as geo-political
perspective. The relevance and high level of the conference were reflected in keynote addresses
by inter alia the Prime Minister of Mongolia and the UN Assistant Secretary-General. The conference
included some 20 presentations and papers and attracted the attention of well 100 participants. A

NIAS study entitled Mongolia:
Transition from the Second to the Third
World, which was translated in
Mongolian and widely distributed,
and presentations by two senior
Swedish development economists,
provided for a strong Nordic
substantive contribution to the
conference. A final session was
devoted to the formulation of a
joint declaration of recom-
mendations.

The conference provided a
good example of fruitful
interaction between researchers
from a variety of disciplines in the
social sciences on the one hand
and practitioners responsible for

Young Mongolian girls with an ox
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implementing development projects on the other hand and as such evoked a great deal of
interest and good discussions. The papers presented at the conference are in the process of
being published.

International Conference:  ‘Institutions, Livelihoods and the Environment:
Change and Response in Mainland Southeast Asia’, Copenhagen, 27–29
September 2000
This conference, organized by NIAS within the
Danida-funded ‘Resource Policy Support Initiative
(REPSI), provided the occasion for two days of
intense discussion on issues related to the interplay
between environment and rural livelihood in
mainland Southeast Asia and the role of
institutions in this context. The conference
brought together a large number of researchers
and practitioners from both the region
(Cambodia, China, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam)
and the Nordic countries as well as representatives
from Danida and Sida.

Some 16 papers formed the basis for the
deliberations, which focused on such questions as:

• How are local communities and farmers affected by environmental changes; how do they
respond to them and to what extent do they form part of such changes themselves?

• What are the linkages between environmental degradation and poverty?

• What are the main problems in the fields of legislation, law enforcement and safe-
guarding property rights?

• What are the problems and advantages of decentralized resource management?

International workshop:  ‘Japanese Colonialism and Education’, Seoul, 9–10
November 2000
The workshop organized by the Nordic Institute
of Asian Studies, was part of the 1st International
Conference on Education: ‘Research, Reflections
and Explorations for Educational Development
in the 21st Century: The Search for Asian
Identities and Perspectives’. The workshop
focused on the following:

1. The differences in curriculum and textbooks
(moral discipline, geography, history and
literature) in the various regions.

2. Differences in school structure, especially
the establishment of different kinds of
specialist schools and the selection of
language of instruction (an issue of great importance to nationalists.

3. The connections between educational policies in Japan and those in the colonies and
semi-colonies, both through influential individuals and through institutions.

4. The contradictory nature of Japan’s colonial education; the response of local peoples to
the Japanese education system, particularly attempts to remedy its shortcomings by
establishing parallel education systems, whether clandestine or not
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Researchers at NIAS participated and presented papers at a number of other conferences and
workshops:

Seminar on Philosophy East and West, East-West Center, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, January

The Third Europe-China Academic Network Conference, Copenhagen, February

Association of Asian Studies Annual Meeting, San Diego, USA, March

The Annual Conference of the British Association of Japanese Studies, Birmingham, United
Kingdom, March

British Association of Japanese Studies Conference, Birmingham, United Kingdom, April

British Sociological Association Annual Conference ‘Making Time – Marking Time’, York, United
Kingdom, April

EPCreN Seminar, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea, April

Globalization and Democratic Developments in Asia, Lund University, Sweden, May

Conference on Prevention of Genocide, Copenhagen, Denmark, May

Årskonference for Kvinde- og Kønsforskning (Annual Conference on Women and Gender),
Copenhagen, Denmark, May

Processes on International Negotiation Conference, Helsinki, Finland, June

‘Asia 2000’, The Network of Asia-Pacific Studies , Sundvollen, Oslo, Norway, June

UNDP Conference on Human Development 2000, Helsinki,  Finland, June

The 13th Convention of the Australian Association of Asian Studies (AAAS), Melbourne, Australia,
July

The 19th International Congress of Historical Sciences, Oslo, Norway, August

European Association of Chinese Studies, Torino, Italy, August.

International Conference on Gender, Empowerment and Politics, Gentofte, Denmark, August

New Patterns, New Theories: Conference on International Migration, Nottingham Trent University,
United Kingdom, September

The Boston, Melbourne, Oxford Conversazione on Culture and Society, Merton College, Oxford,
United Kingdom, September

The Ninth Annual Meeting of PECC-HRD, Taipei, Taiwan R.O.C., October

Symposium on Iwakura-Mission in Europe, University of Bonn, Bonn, Germany, October

The Annual Meeting of the European Association of Japanese Resource Specialists, Prague,
Czechoslovakia, October

Seminar on ‘Democracy, Human Rights and Korea’, Raftostiftelsen, Bergen, Norway, November

International Conference on Social Transformation in the Asia Pacific Region, University of
Wollongong & University of Newcastle, December

5. The long-term impact of Japanese educational policies

6. The complex relationship between Japanese political strategies towards national identity
in some Asian nations and the role of the education

7.  Postwar assessments of Japanese colonialism.

*****
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Academia Applied

Close contact and frequent interaction with policy-makers, development agencies and other
governmental and non-governmental agencies in the Nordic countries form an integral and
important part of NIAS activities. Similarly, NIAS benefits from very fruitful cooperation with
many of the official representatives of Asian countries based in the Nordic countries.

NIAS aims to serve the non-academic community with research-based information and
knowledge on contemporary Asia as part of its mandate. At the same time, these contacts provide
an important impetus and stimulation for the more academically oriented activities. The
importance of interaction with those responsible for translating knowledge into policies and
action is self-evident. Demand-driven studies and research have an intrinsic value as a means to
sharpen the edge of research. It also provides valuable opportunities for external funding and
for making fuller and better use of NIAS in-house capacity.

The interaction with the non-academic community takes several forms, such as:

• organization of policy-relevant conferences
and workshops;

• briefings on contemporary Asian affairs (e.g.
Asia Updates);

• research collaboration and capacity-building
in conjuncture with research institutes in
developing countries in Asia;

• research-based consultancies in tandem with
NIAS’s regular research and research
priorities;

• frequent informal discussions with various
government agencies and officials,

• active contact with mass media;

• increasing use of the internet as a means of
communication and dissemination of
information.

NIAS collaborated with development agencies in the organization of two major international
conferences in 2000. A Sida-funded study on development challenges facing Mongolia and
comprehensive research on the changing conditions of livelihood in rural Mongolia by a senior
researcher attached to NIAS helped to provide the basis for an international conference on ‘Human
Security in a Globalized World’, organized by UNDP together with NIAS in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia,
in the spring of 2000 (see p. 45). The conference attracted much attention at the highest political
levels in Mongolia as well as within the UN and served as a milestone in development planning in
Mongolia. The research-based inputs provided by NIAS were very well received and from the
Mongolian side there was a strongly expressed interest in continued policy-relevant studies and
intellectual exchange on the challenges of rural development, in particular.

Closer to home, collaboration with the Danida-funded Resource Policy Support Initiative
(REPSI) resulted in the organization of an international conference on ‘Institutions, Livelihoods
and the Environment: Change and Response in Mainland Southeast Asia’ in Copenhagen in
September 2000 (see Intellectual Exchange, p. 44). This conference, which was well attended
by researchers as well as policy-makers from both the region and the Nordic countries, provided

Fishing on the Great Lake, Hanoi
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a good example of the fruitfulness of close interaction between scholars and practitioners with
common concerns and professional interests at heart.

Dissemination of information on key development tendencies in Asia at a more general
level was the focus of two public seminars organized in the past year. In April 2000, NIAS hosted
the launching of ‘Asia Development Outlook 2000’ in collaboration with the Asian Development
Bank and Asia House in Copenhagen. A strong delegation from the Asian Development Bank,
headed by Vice President Lintjer, flew in from Manila for the event, which also attracted
widespread participation from the diplomatic corps, government and development agencies as
well as from the business community, mass media and academia. Keynote presentations were
given by the representatives of ADB and were followed by a lively discussion on the social
challenges facing Asia in particular.

In November 2000, an Asia Update seminar was held in Berlin within the framework of the
Strategic Alliance and with the Institut für Asienkunde in Hamburg as the main organizer. A
wide spectrum of contemporary trends and challenges in Asia was presented by a large number
of experts to an audience which primarily consisted of representatives of the German business
community and government. These formal events were complemented by several,  more informal
discussions and exchanges of information with a wide array of representatives of the Nordic
government and development agencies, the diplomatic corps and others with an interest in
contemporary Asia.

As part of an ongoing commitment to monitor socio-economic development in Cambodia
for Sida, a macro-economic study on recent developments in Cambodia was undertaken in
2000. The economic overview was supplemented by an in-depth study on land distribution and
the development of landlessness in Cambodia. In the same vein, a number of distinguished
scholars from several of the Nordic countries joined hands to undertake a study on conflicts in
the South China Sea following a request from the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

A long-standing collaboration with the Central Institute of Economic Management (CIEM)
in Hanoi will be considerably intensified thanks to generous funding from Danida. The
collaborative project will focus on economic and social challenges facing Vietnam as it opens
up its economy to the outside world. A series of joint research projects will form the core of the
collaboration, which also will include a series of seminars and a major conference in Hanoi,
continuous monitoring of the development of the Vietnamese economy, exchange visits, and
formal and on-the-job training of junior Vietnamese scholars. It is envisaged that the collaboration
will assume a truly Nordic dimension through the inclusion of additional components funded
by other Nordic development agencies.

Inbetween chores...
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NIAS Library

Introduction

The NIAS Library, founded in 1967 together with the Institute, contains the Nordic region’s
largest collection for the study of modern Asia within the social sciences. The collection contains
more than 27,000 monographs and more than 1,500 journals and newsletters (of which
approximately half of them are current) primarily in Western languages covering the following
regions of Asia: Central Asia, East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Oceania.

A growing part of the Library’s role is to collect, evaluate and disseminate to researchers
information on the rapidly expanding volume of Asian studies information on the Internet.

The NIAS Library has been a depository library of the Asian Development Bank since 1997.
The Library holds three special collections: the Hong Kong Archives, a collection of Chinese

local history, and a microfiche collection mainly on British India. The Library adds approximately
1,000 volumes to the monograph collection each year, and the large periodical collection is
under constant development.

The Library’s acquisition policy is to collect all major works on modern Asian studies in Western
languages within the fields of interest to the Institute (broadly speaking politics, economics, history,
anthropology, sociology and development studies). Asian-language material is not collected
systematically, but the Library has a number of books and periodicals in Asian languages.

The Library collections can be searched in an independent database under the Royal Library’s
database REX, accessible via the NIAS Library homepage. The books in the monograph
collections are available to libraries in the Nordic countries through the interlibrary loan system
and to the visitors of the Library.

Publications

NIAS Library guides 1–3
New books in the NIAS library (see Library homepage)

What Happened in 2000

New IT Developments

Extensive use of the new information technology is a must in modern library and documentation
work and the NIAS library plans new developments with this in mind.

In continuation of the installation of the library system ALEPH 500 in 1999, barcoding of
the monographs collection has almost been finalized and the computerized loan system put
into service. Useful support has been provided by the Computer Department of the Royal Library
to improve our library system.

NIAS Library homepage (http://nias.ku.dk/library)

NIAS Library homepage is set up with the following aims:

• To facilitate access to various information resources on Asia for our users. Our users should only
have to revert to one site to find

(a) all aspects of information on the NIAS Library, including practical details for
prospective users or new developments in the library and recent acquisitions;
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(b) links to various databases, in-
cluding our own catalogue, the cata-
logues of relevant libraries, e.g. the
Royal Library, British Library of De-
velopment Studies, or relevant data-
bases made available via the Internet,
e.g. the online databases made
available by the Royal Library, or the
database World News Connection
(WNC) covering news worldwide;

(c) the Internet guides to Asia-related
information, e.g. Asian Studies
Virtual Library and Asia-related
journals available online. Needless to
say, in this respect the homepage will
be in constant progress following the
rapid development in information
resources available over the web and
strengthening and furthering of NIAS
various cooperation agreements.

• To upgrade services to external users of the NIAS Library. NIAS has a mandate to provide
services to the whole Nordic community in Asian studies and other interested parties. It is
therefore of the utmost importance to improve our services and availability to users who
do not enjoy direct access to the library facilities, e.g. by providing easy access to our
catalogue and information on new acquisitions via the Internet.

• To disseminate information about the NIAS Library in the Nordic community of Asian studies and
world-wide. Another aspect of the above-mentioned mandate includes the need to make
the NIAS Library and our facilities known to the Nordic community in Asian studies and
other interested parties. We also wish to inform other institutions and organizations
engaged in Asian studies world-wide about our library as part of a wider strategy of
information exchange within Asian studies. By doing so we also assist in disseminating
information about Nordic Asia research outside the Nordic countries.

The Library Homepage was further expanded in 2000 by a specific page devoted to electronic
journals, including a wide range of journals within the humanities and social sciences as well as
Asia-related journals available online.

Document delivery
Fast and efficient document delivery is an important part of the service, which the library provides
to the researchers of NIAS and to the Nordic scholarship students visiting NIAS during the year.

In order to make the library’s resources known and available to as many scholars as possible,
we are taking part in the new Danish national library project ‘bibliotek.dk’. Further cooperation
with the Royal Library has resulted in access to more electronic resources for the NIAS library
and also made it possible to make some of our e-resources available to others. Our access now
covers most of what is available within the social sciences and related areas.

A preliminary agreement concerning document delivery has been made with the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London.

Nordic Scholarship Students
NIAS Library has in 2000 welcomed 36 researchers and students visiting  NIAS on scholarship
grants. It is important for them to be able to use the facilities of the library. The scholarship-
holders are contacted beforehand in order to provide a more efficient service in spite of a limited

Mr. Hin He, Library Manager, Cambodian Development Resource Institute, visited
NIAS Library in August 2000. Here with Mr. Per Hansen, one of NIAS’s librarians
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timeframe. Upon arrival, they are introduced to the collections and other
facilities in the library. We give substantial assistance in information retrieval
in bibliographic or other relevant databases and locating and ordering material
from other libraries and databases, thus giving the visiting students/researchers
in-depth and up-to-date information on their subjects.

Cooperation – international and Nordic
In order to cope with the growing information society, a sharing of resources
is a vital factor. Fortunately, world-wide communication is no problem because
of the widespread use of the Internet.

 The cooperation between the Institute of Asian Affairs/German Overseas
Documentation, Hamburg and NIAS Library is working satisfactorily. This
year’s planning meeting took place in Copenhagen in the spring, with the
participation of staff from NIAS and from the German institutes. NIAS is now
regularly contributing to the International Relations and Area Database by
indexing articles from 11 selected journals. The database was originally
developed with contributions from ten German institutions and contained
approximately 450,000 records in 1999. The contributors have the possibility
of ordering relevant material from each other.

NIAS Library is popular among
scholarship students

 An Agreement of Cooperation was established with the Cambodia Development Resource
Institute, following a two-week visit in August of Mr Hin He, Library Manager. Mr Hin He was
given a comprehensive introduction to the Nordic library system, to Danish development libraries
and to Internet resources. The second week was devoted to discussions on the Cambodia
bibliography.

A study tour to London took place in May, including a visit to the SOAS library, resulting in
a preliminary Agreement of Cooperation. One day was devoted to a visit to Cambridge University
Library, including the Chinese Collection, and The Oriental Faculty Studies Library. Finally a
visit was paid to the British Library with a comprehensive introduction to the collections.

The NIAS Library staff attended the annual NorDoc meeting in Copenhagen in May and
gave a presentation of the key websites for Asia with an emphasis on the Asian Studies WWW
Virtual Library. The work on establishing a joint Nordic articles database is continuing.

NIAS Library participated in the 20th Conference
of the European Association of Sinological Librarians
in Leiden, where recent developments within
information and library resources for Chinese studies
in Europe were discussed.

The NIAS Library staff have attended training
courses in web design, statistics, OCLC, DEF,
Bibliotek.dk, registration of Internet documents and
the acquisition of monographs.

Gifts
The NIAS Library was grateful to receive valuable book
and periodical gifts from Vibeke Børdahl, the Korea
Foundation and the Periodical Centre, Copenhagen.

Inga-Lill Blomqvist and Marianne
Nielsen, two of NIAS’s librarians
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Internet Resources

NIAS’s Information Unit actively supports the online activities of the Nordic researcher
associations, of networks of students and researchers in Asian studies, as well as single research
projects.

During the last year the internet services have gone through major changes. NIAS’s servers
now support 15 specialized e-mail services, some for small closed groups, others available to
anybody with an interest in a specific topic. Together these mailing lists have more than 1,400
subscribers and the number of lists as well as the number of subscribers is growing.

In 2001 our efforts will focus on further increasing direct cooperation with other institutions
in order to create common online resources.

Directories of researchers, institutions, research projects, lists of conferences, etc. which have
previously been collected at considerable cost of resources and often to be outdated soon after they
came out of print can now reside in online databases, where they can be updated continuously.

Not only does this make such resources more widely accessible, but it also makes it possible
to spread the effort of keeping them updated.

With the help of the technology presently available at NIAS, any number of persons from
anywhere in the world can participate in such projects. It does not require any skill or software
other than a web browser and access to the Internet. Once the information is in such a system,
it can be filtered and sorted for multiple purposes and distributed in many ways to suit the
purposes of the participating organizations or institutions.

The first such service, the Agenda Asia list of Asian studies conferences, which we maintain
in cooperation with the International Institute of Asian Studies in Leiden, is available as an
online database and an e-mail service. Its four mailing lists (for Central, East, South and Southeast
Asia) together have more than 600 subscribers and the conference database is accessed on the
Agenda Asia website about a hundred times per day.

The process of creating new pages and editing their content has been made easier. Although
NIAS’s information department is responsible for the overall operation of the online services,

the task of creating new pages on the web has been
put entirely in the hands of those responsible for
their content, whether it is a department at NIAS
or a member of a research project at another
institution.

NIAS’s own websites have been through a major
redesign and a lot of new pages are being added,
especially at the library website (http://nias.ku.dk
/Library/),  at the publishing depart-ment website
(http://nias.ku.dk/Books/) and the institute’s
main website (http://nias.ku.dk) maintained by
NIAS information department.

Dissemination of information. Chungtai Chan Monastery, Taiwan.
Photo: Tage Bild
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NIAS Publishing

NIAS began publishing books in 1969, i.e. soon after the establishment of the Institute. Since then, the publication
programme has produced an impressive number of books and working papers. Today our books are increasingly
noticed and respected in the wider scholarly community, and the programme contributes significantly to the Institute’s
international profile.

Goals and Parameters

Over the years there has been a gradual evolution in the environment in which the publication programme has
operated. The effect of goals set and parameters drawn can especially be seen in the types of books produced, the
subject matters and areas they address, the background of authors, and the volume of titles produced in any one year.
The major criteria underlining the ethos of our publishing programme are set out below.

Nordic Value A key purpose for the publication programme has always been to enhance
Asian studies in the Nordic countries by providing a vehicle for Nordic
scholarship to reach a wider audience. It is nonetheless recognized that Nordic
scholarship can only be enhanced by the addition of high-quality, non-Nordic
authors to our programme.

Scholarly Value An unchanging concern over the years has been to produce books whose
scholarship is of a high quality. In part, there has been a wish to emulate the
great university presses, though with far less formality and greater speed in
the processes of acquiring, editing and producing books.

Financial Considerations It is a common dilemma among university presses that scholarly value may be
the key factor in the decision to publish a book but that publishing specialist
studies (especially by obscure authors) is rarely profitable. So is it too with
NIAS. One way around this dilemma – to mobilize funds to cover publication
costs – was the strategy that NIAS followed before 1993. Since then, greater
freedom has been given to the programme to acquire manuscripts for which
no subsidy has been obtained, but with this freedom comes the concomitant
requirement  to give greater consideration to commercial realities.

Supporting the Institute The publication programme is not an autonomous business but rather an
integral part of a research institute. The effect over the years has been that
books have been published that never were commercially viable. Over time,
as the Institute evolved from mainly language-oriented research to area studies
in history and the social sciences, one can discern a shift in emphasis on the
type of study published.

Contemporary Relevance Today, the Institute’s research strategy is reflected in the type of books mainly
published by NIAS. As such, our preference is for studies of contemporary
relevance, these tending to be in the fields of history and the social sciences.
But just as there will always be room at NIAS for original, high-quality research
falling outside these parameters, so too is there a place for high-quality
manuscripts on subjects beyond our priority areas.
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Books Published

To date the programme has produced about 110 monographs, 40 edited
volumes and a similar number of shorter monographs or working papers.
A full list of books published in 2000 and scheduled for publication in 2001
may be found at the end of this section. Output in the early years was one to
three titles per annum. However, following the Institute’s decision in 1992
to make the necessary staffing and budgetary commitment to expand the
programme, annual output has risen to 15–20 titles and continues to rise.

Internationalization Strategy

When in 1992 the Institute decided to expand its publication programme,
a key aim was to internationalize the programme in all its aspects – authors,
peer review, marketing, distribution and so on. Initially, much of this strategy
was based on expanding and deepening NIAS’s long-term relationship with
Curzon Press but recent years have seen NIAS emerge as a publisher in its
own right as well (see below). Undoubtedly, commercial considerations have
helped motivate this internationalization strategy but the primary aim has
continued to be to nurture Nordic scholarship in Asian studies. That this
strategy has been successful is clear: NIAS books are to be found in all parts
of the globe today; they are reviewed in major Asian studies journals and
are becoming well known and appreciated in their respective fields in the
wider scholarly community.

Relationship with Curzon Press

NIAS’s relationship with Curzon Press dates back to the early 1970s. Until the early 1990s,
virtually all the Institute’s books were published via Curzon. Output was modest but had exceeded
60 volumes by the end of 1992, when senior research fellow Karl-Reinhold Hællquist, the
programme’s pioneering head, handed over the reins to Gerald Jackson. About the same time
Curzon changed ownership and embarked upon building an expanded, market-driven Asian
studies list serviced by a top-quality global distribution network. Meantime, NIAS worked both
to expand its offering of titles and to move from a part-time, largely cottage-industry activity to
an autonomous enterprise which was increasingly professional and global in its approach. NIAS
also upgraded its output to Curzon (preparing maps, graphics and jacket designs, for instance),
and became a partner in various marketing initiatives, including a joint Web site.

NIAS as Its Own Publisher

Although NIAS published a number of books under its own imprint over the years (including
the original edition of the highly successful Asian Perceptions of Nature), the inauguration of its
working paper series, NIAS Reports, in 1991 marked the first sustained effort at an independent
presence. The short extent and cheap A5 format of these NIAS Reports, however, limited their
saleability. During the 1990s, these NIAS Reports came increasingly to resemble shorter
monographs and their packaging was reworked into book format.

Indeed, NIAS is publishing more titles under its own imprint as it realizes that, in doing so,
it potentially reaps greater financial benefits and can better serve the interests of some of its
authors. In support of this shift, NIAS’s publication programme has evolved from being a part-
time, amateur activity to a full-time, professional operation. While the bulk of NIAS books
continues to be published via the NIAS–Curzon partnership, it is clear that the growth of NIAS
as an independent publisher will continue.
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2000 in Retrospect and Prospects for 2001

In many respects, 2000 was a bumper year for NIAS Publishing with a
record 20 books published during the year (see following list). Several
among these are major works in their field and are likely to enhance
yet further the Institute’s profile. Also published were the yearbook
and four issues of NIASnytt (for whose production the Unit has now
assumed responsibility), each as laborious to produce as a simple
monograph.

Ironically, this bumper harvest was achieved despite significant staff
time being lost due to illness and leave. Much of the result can be
attributed to the smooth operation of our editorial and production
processes, and also that the necessary groundwork is being done at
the acquisitions stage.

With regard to book acquisitions, what can be seen from the
proposals coming in is that NIAS is becoming known globally as an
Asian studies publisher (this also means that we are being offered more
rubbish!) but that our staple is still of Nordic origin. Those books that
have been accepted for publication and books scheduled to appear in
2001 are listed at the end of this section.

During 2000, our long-term relationship with Curzon Press continued
to evolve. While barely half of our titles were in partnership with Curzon,
this was due to a combination of factors; the bulk of our 2001 titles will
appear under the Curzon imprint. While a continued trend away from an exclusive NIAS relationship
with Curzon is evident, strong ties and synergies remain between the two partners.

In line with the increased output, income and expenditure in 2000 were up substantially but the
net contribution to the Institute’s finances was on target. The bulk of our sales were still made via the
Institute, though our US distributor (Paul & Company) also made a significant input. In contrast,
the European market remained flat. While selling into this large market is difficult due to its
fragmented nature, we are aiming at a substantial improvement in 2001 by major enhancements to
the global marketing of our books.

Because of the nature of the Asian market, it still makes more sense for NIAS to co-publish
our own titles with certain Asian publishers rather than construct our own sales network. During
the year, good relations were forged with Silkworm Books (Thailand) and strengthened with
ISEAS (Singapore) and the University of Hawai‘i Press. First steps in relationships with two
other US university presses were also made. Co-publication sales were significant sources of
income in 2000 and this will continue in 2001.

While it is assumed that we derive less income from certain titles than we do from others, the
full situation is unclear. A key task this year will be improved financial tracking of individual
titles. Our customers also need better information. To address their needs, work on improving
our website began late last year and continues apace in 2001. Other measures are also planned.

In summary, although results for 2000 are a source of some satisfaction, exploiting the assets that we
have via improved marketing, better information and better use of existing resources will be crucial if
planned targets for 2001 are to be met.

Further Information and How to Approach NIAS with Your Manuscript

Fuller details of the NIAS publishing programme and an up-to-date catalogue of the books we sell via our
online bookshop are available at the NIAS website (http://eurasia.nias.ku.dk/publications/). Additionally,
a printed catalogue listing all NIAS books in print plus forthcoming titles is to appear in early 2001. Copies
are available on request to Birgit Klintebæk (books@nias.ku.dk).

NIAS welcomes serious book proposals in all fields of Asian studies. Full details can be obtained from
the NIAS website or by contacting Gerald Jackson (gerald@nias.ku.dk) or Janice Leon (janice@nias.ku.dk).
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Books Published during 2000

Due to Y2K (millennium bug) considerations among other things, a number of NIAS books that
should have appeared in 1999 were held over until early 2000.

The Cultural Construction of Politics in Asia
Hans Antlöv and Tak-Wing Ngo (eds)
Aims to clear the ground a little against emotional, ideological and ungrounded generalizations
found in the current academic debate.
NIAS–Curzon Press, March 2000, 288 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-0612-7 • £35
(North American co-edition sold to St Martins Press)

Democracy, Development and Decentralization in Provincial Thailand
Daniel Arghiros
This definitive study of electoral politics and democratic decentralization in provincial Thailand
investigates how democracy is unfolding in the context of emergent capitalism, exploring the
relationships between the politics of the locality, the province and the nation from 1950.
NIAS–Curzon Press, December 2000, 288 pp. , illus.
Hbk • ISBN 0-7007-1522-3 • £ 45
Pbk • ISBN 0-7007-1523-1 • £ 17.99

Lee Kuan Yew: The Beliefs Behind the Man
Michael D. Barr
Lee, the principal architect of the Asian Values campaign of the 1990s, is a figure of great
international stature. This is the first book ever to analyse the origin and substance of his ideas,
which Barr finds to be influenced by British and Chinese racism, Western progressivism, English
and Chinese progressivism and even Toynbee’s cultural evolutionism. The dissertation on which
this monograph is based won the Australian Asian Studies Association President’s Prize for
1999.
NIAS–Curzon Press, July 2000, 288 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-1325-5 • £40
(North American co-edition sold to Georgetown University Press)

Mongolian Nomadic Society. A Reconstruction of the ‘Medieval’ History of Mongolia
Bat-Ochir Bold
Adopts a fresh approach and – pointing to the structural and developmental particularities of
nomadic society – criticises the theoretical adaptation of the feudalism concept to nomadic
culture in existing histories of Mongolia.
NIAS–Curzon Press, December 2000, 224 pp., illus
Hbk • 0-7007-1158-9 • £35
(North American co-edition sold to St Martin’s Press)

Atlas of Laos. Spatial dimensions of the economic and social development of the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic
Bounthavy Sisouphanthong and Christian Taillard
This atlas of Laos is the first of its kind to appear in English. Based on statistics gathered in the
late 1990s, the atlas will give a snapshot of Laos’s evolution in the 20 years since the founding of
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, visualizing the economic and social development of the
country in a series of 299 full-colour maps. The result is clear and attractive, and something to
be treasured. The atlas will be, moreover, of great utility not only to those development specialists
working with Laos but also as a teaching resource.
NIAS, December 2000, 160 pp., illus
Pbk • ISBN 87-87062-87-9 • £19.99
(English-language rights bought from La Documentation française)
(Asian co-edition sold to Silkworm Books)
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Open Doors. Wilhelm Meyer and the Establishment of General Electric In China
Christopher Bo Bramsen
Vilhem and Kirsten Meyer are the main characters of the book, but their lives are set against the
economic and political developments of Chinese history in the early decades of the twentieth
century. The book also describes developments in Danish–Chinese relations, as it follows the
Danish community in Shanghai, which with a population of 400 Danes was the largest Danish
community in the Far East. In addition it traces the development of Sino–American commercial
relations, which began in earnest at the beginning of the twentieth century.
NIAS-Curzon Press, December 2000, 368 pp., richly illustrated
Hbk • 0-7007-1404-9 • £40

Peace and Friendship. Denmark’s Official Relations with China 1674–2000
Christopher Bo Bramsen
Denmark was the first Western country to recognise and establish diplomatic relations with the
newly proclaimed People’s Republic of China. The publication of this study fell on the fiftieth
anniversary in May 2000 of this event, but the book itself surveys more than 300 years of Denmark’s
contacts with China and, in particular, the 150 years of Danish consular and diplomatic repres-
entation in China. Many China scholars – not least historians of the Western interaction with
China – will find the study of considerable interest. But also for the general reader this book
has much to offer in terms of human interest. Produced in full colour, illustrated with
photographs from the periods described and with facing text in English and Chinese, the book
is a visual treat.
NIAS, May 2000, 160 pp., richly illustrated
Hbk • 87-87062-84-4 • £25

China and Denmark. Relations Since 1674
Kjeld Erik Brødsgaard and Mads Kirkebæk (eds)
Surveys the evolving relationship between China and Denmark since first contact.  It is a fascin-
ating story that  has been unearthed from Chinese and Danish sources (much of it information
now made available to the public in a chronological historic context). Of particular interest to
non-Danes is how the the non-imperialistic Danish approach to China wrought quite a different
relationship and perception of the Chinese.
NIAS, December 2000, 368 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-71-2 • £25

Catalogue of Tibetan Manuscripts and Xylographs
Hartmut Buescher and Tarab Tulku
Analysis and description in more than 1,800 catalogue entries of the collection of Tibetan texts
held by the Danish Royal Library, one of the largest of its kind in Europe. This two-volume set
will be of use to Tibetan scholars, librarians and curators worldwide not just because of the breadth
of the Royal Library’s collection but also because the catalogue follows the standards established in
earlier volumes of the Library’s COMDC series: to augment concise descriptions of the physical
appearance and contents of the documents with as much additional information as can be gathered
from the manuscripts and block prints so that the catalogues serve as reference works in a wider
sense.
NIAS–Curzon Press, April 2000, 2 vols, 1,100 pp., illustrated
Hbk • 0-7007-1330-1 • £195 (for 2-volume set)

Language Planning and Language Change in Japan
Tessa Carroll
This work is an excellent examination of the relationship between language planning and
language change in Japan at the end of the twentieth century, highlighting the shift in such
activities against a back-ground of significant socio-cultural, political, and economic change
and placing them in a comparative context. Particular emphasis is laid on the role of language
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planning in the production and promotion of desirable language attitudes and behaviour, and
how these form part of Japan’s self-image and identity. Language planning viewed in this broad
sense can be seen as contributing to the construction of national identity by the state. Issues
investigated include the concept of disorder in language in various manifestations; changes in
official language; changing attitudes to regional dialects; and the impact of globalization and
technological advances.
NIAS–Curzon Press, December 2000, 288 pp.
Hbk 0-700-1383-2 • £40

Historical Atlas of Indonesia
Robert Cribb
This pioneering volume – illustrated by over 200 specially drawn full-colour maps with a detailed
companion text – traces the history of the region which became Indonesia from early times to
the present day. Brings fresh life to the fascinating and tangled history of this immense
archipelago.
NIAS–Curzon Press, October 2000, 240 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-0985-1 • £75
(North American co-edition sold to University of Hawai‘i Press)

Where China Meets Southeast Asia. Social and Cultural Change in the Border Region
Grant Evans, Chris Hutton and Kuah Khun Eng (eds)
The reports from the field, from the borderlands between China and mainland Southeast
Asia, contained in this book provide readers with the first survey of social conditions since
the opening of the borders there in the early 1990s, that is, following radical changes in the
economic policies of the various states involved, in particular, China, Vietnam and Laos.
Most of the essays provide a close-up survey of a particular area and problem, but cumulatively
they provide an invaluable general picture of social and cultural change in the border regions
where China meets Southeast Asia.
NIAS, September 2000, 348 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-86-0 • £17.99
(European co-edition bought from ISEAS)

Human Rights and Asian Values. Contesting National Identities and Cultural Representations in Asia
Michael Jacobsen and Ole Bruun (eds)
Makes a clear stand for universal rights, theoretically and empirically, through an analysis of
social and political processes in Asia. Asian values are linked to the struggle between authoritarian
and democratic forces, which both tend to convey stereotyped images of the West, but with
reversed meanings.
NIAS–Curzon Press, August 2000, 320 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-1212-7 • £45
Pbk • 0-7007-1213-5 • £14.99

Women and Households in Indonesia. Cultural Notions and Social Practices
Juliette Koning, Marleen Nolten, Janet Rodenburg and Ratna Saptari (eds)
Explores in detail the position of women within and beyond domestic arrangements, and looks
at the ways in which women’s agency finds different formats and functions at different levels.
Topics include dominant ideologies, spatial mobility, and dichotomies between workplace and
home.
NIAS–Curzon Press, 2000, 368 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-0615-1 • £45

Money and Power in Provincial Thailand
Ruth McVey (ed.)
Most studies of SE Asian economic change have focused on growth in a few big cities with studies of
the countryside tending to concern themselves with the social and environmental impact of
metropolitan growth. Very few analysts have looked at the middle distance between metropolis
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and countryside – the horizon and focus of this volume. In the past decade, the rise of a frequently
violent com-petition for business and political leadership in the Thai provinces – an arena of
growing national importance – has drawn attention to how these centres are being transformed by
capitalist development. Promising to be a classic in its field, this volume does much to aid our
understanding of this transformation.
NIAS,  October 2000, 240 pp.
Hbk • 87-87062-67-4 • £40
Pbk • 87-87062-70-4 • £14.99
(North American co-edition sold to University of Hawai‘i Press, Asian co-edition to ISEAS and Silkworm Books)

Asian Values and Vietnam’s Development in Comparative Perspectives. Selected Papers
Edited by Irene Nørlund and Pham Duc Thanh
Papers from an international workshop of the same name held in Hanoi on 24–26 March 1999,
organized by NIAS and the National Center for Social Sciences and Humanities of Vietnam
(NCSSH), and supported by the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A broad spectrum of foci
and approaches, from general acceptance of values as being mainly universal to more culturally
oriented analyses.
NIAS–NCSSH (Hanoi), June 2000, 281 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-97-6 • £10

Thailand’s Crisis
Pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker
This book is not so much about getting into a crisis as getting through one. It shows how political
change got bound up with economic crisis, resulting in a new constitution, a seismic shift in the
political landscape, and greater assertiveness by civil society. This is a lucid and highly readable
account of how Thailand reacted as a society and culture to its worst-ever economic disaster.
The final chapters review the changes and lessons from 1997–2000 and speculate on how these
will frame the future.
NIAS, September 2000, 284 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-88-7 • £16.99
(European co-edition bought from Silkworm Books)

Religious Violence in Contemporary Japan. The Case of Aum Shinrikyô
Ian Reader
Reworking and development of the ideas expounded in his much praised Poisonous Cocktail.
Suggests that Aum should not be seen as wholly unique nor as solely a terrorist group. Rather it
can best be analysed within the context of religious violence.
NIAS–Curzon Press, July 2000, 288 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-1108-2 • £45
Pbk • 0-7007-1109-0 • £14.99
(North American co-edition sold to University of Hawai‘i Press)

Entrepreneurship in Vietnam: Transformation and Dynamics
Per Ronnås and Bhargavi Ramamurthy (eds)
The private small-scale manufacturing sector has emerged as a key actor in the development of
Vietnam’s economy since the launching of market-oriented reforms (doi moi) in the late 1980s. Yet
until now little has been known about the nature and dynamics of this sector during this crucial
period. The lack of hard data on these developments is addressed in the present study, which is
an in-depth analysis of the development and transformation of the sector.
NIAS, December 2000, 320 pp.
Hbk • 87-87062-84-4 • £35
(Asian co-edition sold to ISEAS)

Development, Decentralization and Democracy. Exploring Social Capital and Politicization in the Bengal Region
Robert Thörlind
This book explores the controversy in political science about the civil society/social capital
paradigm by studying the performance of decentralized govern-ments in West Bengal and
Bangladesh to see if a growth in social capital could explain why decentralized governments seem
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to be more effective in West Bengal, though both states decentralized their governments about
the same time. Here, the focus is on a few districts and NGOs. This region is very interesting to
study as for centuries it had a common history, civic culture, ethnic identity and language.
NIAS, September 2000, 192 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-75-5 • £14.99

A Brief History of Tibetan Academic Degrees in Buddhist Philosophy
Tarab Tulku
Offers important insights into the history and structure of the Tibetan scholastic tradition, and
the changes that it has undergone over the last 800 years. Drawing on numerous original Tibetan
sources, the academic degrees are described along with the etymology of the various titles. The
methodology, curricula and examination procedures of the great monastic colleges are also briefly
outlined.
NIAS, March 2000, 40 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-85-2 • £4

To Be Published during 2001

Indigenous Peoples and Ethnic Minorities of Pakistan. Constitutional and Legal Perspectives
Shaheen Sardar Ali and Javaid Rehman
Examines the issues facing indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities, including their role in
the nation’s constitutional and legal developments, and makes a number of recommendations
which would satisfy their demands without compromising the sovereignty of the state.
NIAS–Curzon Press, March 2000, 192 pp., illus
Hbk • 0-7007-1159-7 • £35

Elections in Indonesia. The New Order and Beyond
Hans Antlöv and Sven Cederroth (eds)
With chapters describing the last New Order election and the first free election in the post-
Suharto era, the volume makes a very important contribution to both our understanding of the
demise of the New Order, and the directions being taken by the emerging regime.
NIAS–Curzon Press, late 2001, 288 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-1351-4 • £45
Pbk • 0-7007-1352-2 • £14.99

Harvesting Development. The Construction of Fresh Food Markets in Papua New Guinea
Karl Benediktsson
Addresses the global–local tension evident in much work on development issues through the
example of fresh food markets in Papua New Guinea. A key feature of the book is the author’s
skilful and inventive interweaving of theoretical constructs with a detailed ethnography of
marketing networks, at the rural village and the urban market-place, as well as in the ‘spaces in
between’. It shows the rural community not as an isolated universe, but as consisting of dynamic
linkages and networks which extend way beyond the locality.
NIAS, Aug 2001, 320 pp., illus
Hbk • 87-87062-92-5 • £45
Pbk• 87-87062-91-7 • £17.99
(North American co-edition sold to University of Michigan Press)

Authoritarian Imperatives. The Political Economy of State and Democratization in Indonesia
Jon O. Haldorsson
Offers a fresh perspective to the political analysis of Indonesia focussing on history and state,
bridging political economy and the treatment of the politics of identity. The book has wider
relevance for its theorisation on the state, political economy, democratization and democracy
in Asia.
NIAS–Curzon Press, late 2001, 200 pp.
Hbk • ISBN 0-7007-1107-4 • £ 40



6262626262 NIAS Review 2000–2001

Wildlife in Asia. Cultural Perspectives
John Knight (ed.)
Examines the theme of wildlife in Asian society and culture. One of the volume’s major strengths
is that it focuses neither on animals as such nor on wider environmental issues but rather on
the relationships between wildlife and humans within Asian cultural contexts. This is distinctive
and sets the volume apart from many recent works on myth making and the environment in a
more general sense.
NIAS–Curzon Press, September 2001, 288 pp., illustrated
Hbk • 0-7007-1332-8 • £40

Democracy in Malaysia. Discourses and Practices
Francis Loh Kok Wah and Khoo Boo Teik (eds)
Analyses discourses pertinent to democratic politics in Malaysia, including the political elite’s
interpretation of Asian values, Asian democracy, contending Islamic views on democracy, the
impact of developmentalism on political culture, and the recovery of women’s voice in everyday
politics.
NIAS–Curzon Press, April 2001, 320 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-1160-0 • £40
Pbk • 0-7007-1161-9 • £14.99

Reforming Thai Politics
Edited by Duncan McCargo
With the sudden end in 1997 of rapid economic growth, the urgency of reform and adaptation
to Thailand’s changing circumstances became vastly more acute. It was against this background
that the Thai parliament passed major changes to the electoral system in late 2000, just weeks
before the January 2001 election. Reflecting on the twists and turns of reform in Thailand over
the years and with the first in-depth scholarly analysis of how successful were the recent electoral
reforms, this volume is a ‘must have’ for everyone interested in Thai politics and its impact on
the wider Asian political scene.
NIAS, Aug 2001, 320 pp.
Hbk • ISBN 87-87062-94-1 • £40
Pbk • ISBN 87-87062-93-3 • £15.99
(Asian and North American co-editions under negotiation at the time this yearbook went to press)

Coming of Age in South and Southeast Asia. Youth, Courtship and Sexuality
Lenore Manderson and Pranee Liamputtong Rice
In recent years, first feminist considerations, and now concerns with HIV/Aids have led to new
approaches to the study of sexuality. The experience of puberty, explorations with sexuality and
courtship, and the pressure to reproduce are a few of the human tensions central to this volume.
NIAS–Curzon, June 2001, 320 pp. Illustrated
Hbk • ISBN 0-7007-1399-9 • £45
Pbk • ISBN 0-7007-1400-6 • £16.99

Rethinking Development in East Asia. From Illusory Miracle to Economic Crisis
Pietro P. Masina (ed.)
The unfolding of a major economic crisis in countries that had been described as participating
in a ‘miraculous growth’ represents a challenge to most inter-pretations of economic
development in East Asia. What has clearly emerged, is a need to rethink past (and future)
development strategies. The volume aims to contribute to this endeavour, especially by  a criticism
of the mainstream interpretations of the crisis and of the ‘neoliberal’ development strategies,
and the attempt to lay the ground for the definition of alternative strategies. Although the
volume takes clearly stance on a number of issues, it also provides the non-specialised reader and
students with the key references to the debate on the Asian crisis.
NIAS–Curzon Press, June 2001, 288 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-1214-3 • £40
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Beijing Women Organizing for Change
Cecilia Milwertz
Independent and quasi-independent organizing in China really began earliest in the women’s
community but, until this study, the importance of this 15-year experience has not been documented
adequately. The stories to be told in this study – profoundly moving stories of commitment,
frustration and creativity – have implications for civil society theory. They will also provide a
wonderfully grounding empirical study for those in the women’s movement who have sometimes
strayed far from the practical results to which theories are supposed to lead.
NIAS, October 2001, 128 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-72-0 • £14.99

Imperial Japan and National Identities in Asia, 1895–1945
Edited by Li Narangoa & Robert Cribb
Between 1895 and 1945, Japan was heavily engaged in other parts of Asia, first in neighbouring
Korea and northeast Asia, later in southern China and Southeast Asia. During this period
Japanese ideas on the nature of national identities in Asia changed dramatically. At first Japan
discounted the significance of nationalism, but in time Japanese authorities came to see Asian
nationalisms as a potential ally, especially if they could be shaped to follow Japanese patterns.
At the same time, the ways in which other Asians thought of Japan also changed. Initially many
Asians saw Japan as a useful but distant model, but with the rise of Japanese political power, this
distant admiration turned into both cooperation and resistance.
NIAS–Curzon Press, August 2001, 352 pp.
Hbk • ISBN 0-7007-1482-0 • £45

Aung San and the Struggle for Burmese Independence
Angelene Naw
Traces the Burmese struggle for independence and Aung San’s pivotal role in it. The result is
an engaging historical account of Burma’s most prominent leader, whose vision continues to be
upheld by his daughter and namesake, Aung San Suu Kyi, in today’s Burma.
NIAS, June 2001, 275 pp., illus.
Pbk • 87-87062-96-8 • £14.99
(European co-edition bought from Silkworm Books)

Co-Management of Natural Resources in Asia. A Comparative Perspective
Edited by Gerard Persoon, Diny M. E. van Est and Percy E. Sajise
In this book, case studies of experiments with co-management in a number of countries are
combined with more reflective contributions pointing to underlying assumptions and problems
in the actual implementation of co-management.
NIAS–Curzon Press, late 2001, 320 pp. Illustrations and maps
Hbk • ISBN 0-7007-1485-5 • £45

Institutions, Livelihoods and the Environment. Change and Response in Mainland Southeast Asia
with an Introduction by Per Ronnås
Despite the recent economic crisis, Mainland Southeast Asia continues to experience increasing
economic integration of previously isolated rural hinterlands, esp. in the upland areas of Lao
PDR, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and Yunnan in China, where demographic pressure together
with the development of infrastructure and increased market-orientation of production combine
to bring about significant economic and social change in rural areas. These changes have also
led to significant environmental de-gradation such as deforestation, disturbance of water-flows
and depletion of biodiversity resources. These issues and other related ones are addressed in
this volume.
NIAS, June 2001, 200 pp.
Hbk • 87-87062-98-4 • £10
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Rural Capitalists in Asia: A Comparative Analysis on India, Indonesia and Malaysia
Mario Rutten
A comparative study of small capitalists and rural industrialists in three Asian countries, containing
detailed empirical findings on the business strategy and social behaviour of Hindu entrepreneurs
in India, Muslim industrialists in Indonesia, and Chinese and Malay businessmen in Malaysia. A
provocative study of interest to researchers and students both within and beyond the realm of
Asian Studies.
NIAS–Curzon Press, Oct 2001, 288 pp., illus
Hbk • 0-7007-1627-0 • £50
Pbk • 0-7007-1626-2 • £16.99

Fertility and Familial Power Relations. Procreation in South India
Minna Säävälä
Describes and analyses the corollaries of declining fertility in Southern India to discover how
familial and gender relations are affected by the new situation of women giving birth only to
two–three children.
NIAS–Curzon Press, April 2001. 288 pp.
Hbk •  ISBN 0-7007-1484-7 • £ 45 

The House in Southeast Asia. A Changing Social, Economic and Political Domain
Stephen Sparkes and  Signe Howell (eds)
Explores the idea of ‘house’ in the context of Levy-Strauss’s concept of the house as a link
between kinship-based societies and class societies. This is developed this further into an
examination of the conjuncture of architecture, people and symbolism. Themes include gender
concepts, commensual relations, cultural change, identity and kinship.
NIAS–Curzon Press, July 2001, 288 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-1157-0 • £40

The Social Dynamics of Deforestation in the Philippines. Actions, Options and Motivations
Gerhard van den Top
A major contribution to knowledge both in the field of Philippine studies and in relation to
deforestation, environmental change, political ecology and development. This book offers a
compelling insight into the long history of national, regional and local outsiders gaining access
to the natural resources and lands of this last large forest frontier in the Philippines.
NIAS–Curzon, July 2001, 352 pp.
Hbk • ISBN 0-7007-1483-9 • £ 45.0

The State and the Iron Industry in Han China
Donald B. Wagner
Brings both literary and archaeological evidence to bear in an investigation of the history of the
Han state iron monopoly. Considers especially the reasons for its establishment and for the
intense opposition which it provoked.
NIAS, January 2001, 160 pp.
Pbk • 87-87062-77-1 • £14.99

Glossary of Chinese Islamic Terms
Jianping Wang
This glossary of especially the original Arabic-based Islam of the Hui is the most comprehensive of
its kind to date, taking terms from a wide variety of local gazetteers and archives, newspapers,
books and periodicals. It is also the first fully to match the Chinese term (stated in Chinese script
and pinyin) to its Arabic or Persian counterpart (stated in Arabic script with Latin transcription).
NIAS–Curzon Press, May 2001, 208 pp.
Hbk • 0-7007-0620-8 • £40


